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Campus groups to host health care panel tonight 
Formally known as the Out­
doors Program, the Experiential 
Learning and Adventure Center 
has changed its name to better 
express its revamped mission. 
"It was more of a philosophi­
cal reason," Outreach Coordina­
tor Mark Ceder said. "We wanted 
to be more of a partner in educa­
tion and allow people to develop 
confidence in themselves in a fun, 
challenging atmosphere." 
Although the center contin­
ues to offer a wide variety of out­
door programs, the focus is now 
on raising awareness about the 
outdoors as well as allowing the 
USD community to build stronger 
relationships amongst each other. 
"It is more of an evolution 
from just going outdoors to actu­
ally learning about the outdoors," 
Ceder said. 
The center offers customiz­
able trips for organizations on 
the USD campus. Any organiza­
tion on campus can approach the 
center and create a program and 
then the highly trained adventure 
center guides will lead the organi­
zation on the trip. 
"It's about the people you 
go on the trips with," said Paula 
Morreale, a recent USD grad who 
works in the center's main office. 
The center has over 20 people 
employed as guides or working 
toward becoming guides. The ad­
venture center has also created a 
reach program which is centered 
around team building workshops 
and allowing students to take on 
more of a teaching role. 
The center now has an equipt-
ment rental store on campus in 
UC 136 where students can go to 
rent surfboards, climbing equip­




Emotionally checked out 
from the health care crisis? Tired 
of listening to people who don't 
seem to know what they're talk­
ing about in regard to the issue? 
Today in S.O.L.E.S. a dis­
cussion amongst a select group of 
medical professionals will ensue, 
which should alleviate sore col­
legiate ears. They're calling it the 
Health Care Panel Discussion, 
and it begins at 7 p.m. in the De-
gheri Alumni Center, room 112. 
The event is the result of 
the combined effort between the 
Political Science Honors Society, 
Pi Sigma Alpha and the Medical 
Fraternity, Phi Delta Epsilon. 
It will be hosted by Professor 
Gary Jones, PhD. Jones may be 
best known for teaching logic, but 
he also teaches Biomedical Ethics. 
According to those organizing the 
event, his presence should ensure 
a veritably didactic discussion on 
all matters concerning the present 
health care crisis. 
Speakers include many indi­
viduals with a great deal of knowl­
edge regarding the issue. Among 
the speakers will be Chris D. Von 
Gorder, who currently is presi­
dent and chief executive officer 
of Scripps Health in San Diego, 
Brent Eastman, the chief medical 
officer and corporate senior vice 
president, who is also a vascular 
and trauma surgeon. Justin Ko-
picki, the president of the medical 
fraternity and Morgan Oakland, 
president of the political science 
honors society, both worked to­
gether to seek out speakers that 
would cover the entire spectrum 
of the health care sphere. 
Both Pi Sigma Alpha and 
Phi Delta Epsilon share the same 
goal. They said it is the group's 
hope that those who attend the 
event will walk away with not 
only content stomachs from the 
free food provided, but also a 
working knowledge of the situa­
tion that will in turn enable them 
to formulate an accurate opinion 
about the matter. 
It isn't unusual for a PreMed 
student to become overwhelmed 
by his or her classes. Those in 
charge said they hope this event 
will be very useful in helping 
students understand how the field 
they may become an integral part 
of will change in the future. 
Whether or not the field of 
medicine is the intended career 
path for any student at USD, the 
event planners think this panel 
should prove to be beneficial for 
any student, as health care will 
indefinitely become an important 




It's not often that the strength 
of racism in America is compared 
to the pervasive smell of 36-hour-
old shrimp gumbo, but that's 
exactly how Tim Wise, a promi­
nent anti-racist writer and activist 
began his "Racism in the Obama 
Age" lecture. 
Wise's overarching mes­
sage began with showing that the 
U.S. is a formal system of white 
supremacy through the deep and 
gross racial inequalities in family 
worth, the job market and in the 
criminal justice system. "The av­
erage middle class white family-
not the rich white population- has 
11 times the average worth of the 
average black family in America," 
Wise said. 
Wise addressed how unem­
ployment being in the double 
digits is not new for everyone in 
America and now that it is seen 
as a clear and present problem for 
the white population it becomes 
a real issue, regardless of the 
minorities that have felt the pains 
of high unemployment for years. 
Moreover he cites a study MIT 
conducted in 2004, where it was 
found that job applicants who had 
white sounding names were more 
likely to be called back for an 
interview than those who did not 
have traditionally white names. 
Lastly, when speaking about 
the racial gaps in the criminal 
justice system, Wise shared a tell­
ing paradox when he said "Black 
and Latino males are two to three 
times more likely to be stopped 
and searched by the police, but 
white males are four times more 
likely to be guilty when they are 
stopped and searched." In this 
statistic Wise presents the prob­
lems the system has with racial 
profiling. This transitioned into 
an incident that many Americans 
know well, the arrest of Harvard 
professor Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
The incident occurred when 
Gates had trouble unlocking his 
door after it became jammed and 
someone called the police as they 
thought someone was breaking 
into the house. Police proceeded 
to arrest Gates for "disorderly 
conduct" after Gates got angry 
that the police were suspiciously 
questioning him about break­
ing into his own home. After 
research, Wise found that yelling 
is not under disorderly conduct 
in Mass.; actually, disorderly 
conduct does not exist in Mass. 
at all. 
Wise used all of these cases 
to demonstrate that racism is 
See RACISM, page 3 
Speaker says race 
is still an issue in 
post-Obama U.S. 
Adventure center gets a makeover 
JOHN NOERENBERG III 
STAFF WRITFR 
Kayaks are available for rental through the Experiential Learning and Adventure Center. 
COURTESY ELAC 
According to Ceder, once the 
travel restrictions in Mexico are 
reduced, they will continue with 
trips in Mexico. 
The ELAC is planning some 
events for the near future includ­
ing an outdoor photography con­
test and a list of the top 10 outdoor 
places in San Diego. 
Also, the adventure center 
is planning "an adventure trip 
of a lifetime," over spring break 
with potential destinations being 
Costa Rica, the Grand Canyon 
and Utah National Parks, accord­
ing to Ceder. The location will be 
announced in December before 
finals begin. 
To get involved with the ad­
venture program or to find more 
information about the ELAC visit 
sandiego.edu/explore. 
COURTESY ELAC 
The ELAC hosts backpacking trips and other adventures. 
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2001 Former Beatle and 
legendary rock guitarist, 
George Harrison, dies 
of lung cancer at age 58. 
His last words are alleg­
edly "love one another." 
<N 
1954 An 8.5 pound 
meteorite hits a woman 
in the hip after breaking 
through the roof of her 
Alabama home, enter- ln 
ing her living room, and On 
bouncing off a radio. 
1955 Rosa Parks is arrestee 
for refusing to give up her 
seat on a bus in Montgom­
ery, Ala., violating a city 
ordinance requiring black 
people to ride in the rear of 
the bus. 
1804 In the Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris, Napo­
leon Bonaparte is crowned 
Napoleon I, the first French­
man to hold the title of em­
peror in a thousand years. 
Ln 
1992 
Word of the Week: 
Procrastination 
"Procrastination is the thief 
of time." 
- Mr. Micawber from Charles 
Dickens' "David Copperfield" 
1 used to buy into the anti-
procrastination propaganda. In 
high school, I was always quick 
to check my homework load 
before committing to fun week-
night plans. Even in college, 1 
have done my best to finish proj­
ects long before their due dates. 
That is, until this semester. 
I've been experimenting 
with the art of procrastination 
and I feel as though I've devel­
oped a sort of slacker's code. 
Below are my dos and don'ts 
for putting off homework. I 
can't guarantee my method will 
work, but I encourage readers 
to modify this list and develop 
their own poor habits. 
Do put off one-page papers, 
short reading assignments and 
homework that you consider fun 
or interesting. There's no reason 
to stress yourself out about stuff 
that's likely to get done. 
Don't put off research 
papers. If you decide to wait 
until the last minute to write 
the paper, at least do yourself 
the favor of completing the 
reading beforehand. Commit to 
two focused hours of library re­
search. Write memorable quotes 
on index cards, noting the page 
number, so you can easily uti­
lize them when you begin your 
paper. 
Don't breeze through cita­
tions. If you fail to take your 
time with those you could be 
guilty of plagiarism. 
Do procrastinate when it 
comes to studying for multiple-
choice exams. You know those 
are easy. That's why most of 
your professors give essay 
exams. 
Don't ever procrastinate 
on an essay exam. You'll be 
expected to understand your 
material enough to express your 
thoughts in a coherent and well-
organized manner. There's just 
no way to fake that. 
Do put off speeches. 
They're never as hard as you 
anticipate and, if you're nervy 
like me, you'll just stress out 
about your impending stage 
fright. When you get around to 
the speech, keep your language 
simple and accessible. Memo­
rize as much as possible and 
remember that nobody really 
wants to be imagined naked. 
Don't wait until the hour 
before to prepare a presenta­
tion of any sort. That will triple 
your anxiety and nobody likes 
to watch a sweaty nervous kid 
fumble with note cards in front 
of class. 
Do consider the amount of 
time you'll need to finish your 
work. If you're like me, and 
would rather duke it out with a 
polar bear than ask for an exten­
sion , you' 11 definitely regret your 
fun weekend procrastination 
when you're finishing calculus 
at 3 a.m. Monday morning. 
1967 The first human heart 
transplant occurs at a hospi­
tal in Cape Town, South Af­
rica, when a man receives a 
heart from a woman fatally 
injured in a car accident. 
ERIN SCHNEIDER 
GUFST WRITFR 
"I am a Catholic and I feel 
that anybody should be able to get 
married to who they love and care 
for and reap the same benefits that 
marriage brings." 
University of San Diego soph­
omore , and member of the Catholic 
Church, Danielle Sullivan shares 
the view of many Californians 
who have protested the passing of 
Proposition 8 last year. 
"I feel like the Catholic teach­
ings are hypocritical. The Church 
says equality for everyone, salva­
tion for everyone, but only if you 
are heterosexual...there are stipu­
lations to everything they say." 
A recent survey by the Pew 
NATIALE NEWMAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
LATIN AMERICA'S FIRST 
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 
HALTED 
Latin America's first same-
sex marriage, scheduled to take 
place in Argentina on Tuesday, has 
been halted after a judge filed an 
injunction to stop the union until 
the issue can be further reviewed. 
An earlier ruling found that 
city laws banning same-sex mar­
riage were unconstitutional, but 
Judge Marta Gomez Alsina's 
injunction blocks this previous 
decision. 
The couple chose Dec. 1 for 
their civil ceremony because it 
is World AIDS Day, and will at­
tempt to get their wedding license 
anyway, a local news agency re­
ported. 
The original ruling was made 
on Nov. 10 by judge Gabriela 
Seijas, who ruled that the ban on 
same-sex marriage was illegal. 
The court's decision applied only 
to Buenos Aires, as same-sex mar­
riages remain illegal in most of 
1952 Heavy smog begins 
to hover over London, Eng­
land, in the Thames River 
Valley and persists for four 
days, leading to the deaths 
of at least 4,000 people. 
Forum on Religion and Public 
Life found that "nearly six in 10 
former Catholics who are now un­
affiliated say they left Catholicism 
because of dissatisfaction with its 
teachings on abortion and homo­
sexuality." 
The survey also reveals that 
Catholicism has the lowest reten­
tion rating of the religions consid­
ered most turned away from. 
This survey came out just 
a few months before the newest 
upheaval between the Catholic 
Church and the government re­
garding the subject of same-sex 
marriage. 
On Oct. 6 of this year, leg­
islation was introduced to allow 
same-sex marriage in Washington 
D.C. If this passes, the Catholic 
Argentina. 
Monday's ruling by Gomez 
Alsina is a temporary measure to 
postpone the marriage until Seijas' 
original decision can be reviewed 
in depth, the court said in a state­
ment. 
The Latin American coun­
tries, a region that strongly iden­
tifies with the Catholic Church, 
have recently given more attention 
to gay rights. 
OBAMA INFORMS TOP 
OFFICIALS OF AFGHAN 
DECISION 
PresidentObama has informed 
several top military and diplomatic 
officials about new U.S. strategy 
and troop numbers in Afghanistan, 
according to White House Press 
Secretary Robert Gibbs. 
Obama met in the Oval Office 
with Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chair­
man Adm. Michael Mullen, top 
U.S. Middle East Military Com­
mander Gen. David Petraeus, and 
White House Chief of Staff Rahm 
Emanual, along with others. 
During the Oval Office 
1933 The 21 st Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution is 
ratified, repealing the 18th 
Amendment and bringing 
an end to the era of national 
prohibition of alcohol. 
Archdiocese of D.C. could end the 
$ 18 million worth of services they 
offer in the area through Catholic 
Charities. 
Susan Gibbs, a spokeswoman 
for the archdiocese, announced, 
"We're not threatening to with­
draw services. We're not going 
to be allowed to provide services. 
We need to be certified, and to get 
certified you need to say you fol­
lowed D.C. law." 
This law would put all ser­
vices including adoption, home­
less, teen support and more to an 
end because the Church would not 
agree with one aspect of the law. 
"The church clearly teaches 
the dignity of homosexual persons 
and 'condemns all forms of unjust 
discrimination, harassment or 
meeting, Obama gave orders to 
implement the new strategy, Gibbs 
stated. 
The President is expected 
to send more than 30,000 U.S. 
troops, in addition to seeking 
further troop commitments from 
NATO allies. His plan is part of 
a counterinsurgency strategy to 
eliminate elements of al Qaeda 
and stabilize the country, while 
also training Afghan forces. 
According to Gibbs, Obama 
is currently reviewing the decision 
with several other world leaders. 
The President previously ordered 
20,000 additional troops to Af­
ghanistan. 
Approximately 68,000 troops 
are currently stationed in Af­
ghanistan, along with 45,000 from 
NATO alliances. 
APPEALS COURT WILL 
REVISIT DECISION TO 
RELEASE PHOTOS 
The Supreme Court has or­
dered a lower court to re-examine 
a dispute over the public release 
of photos that supposedly depict 
the abuse of terrorist suspects and 
1992 Jerry Rice of the San 
Francisco 49ers catches his 
101st career touchdown re­
ception, breaking the record 
for most career touchdowns. 
Source: History.com 
abuse,"' the Administrative Com­
mittee of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops reported on 
Sept. 10. 
If the Catholic Church con­
tinues to provide services to het­
erosexuals, expending services 
to same-sex couples, they would 
be discriminating a section of the 
legal population. This would put 
the Church in danger of a myriad 
of lawsuits and other legal mat­
ters. 
"Like I said before, I strongly 
support same-sex marriage, but 
the Catholic Church is in a Catch 
22," Sullivan said. "No matter 
how hard they try to keep tradition 
or uphold the separation of church 
and state, one is going to change. 
It has to." 
foreign soldiers while under U.S. 
custody. 
President Obama signed 
legislation in October to keep the 
photos private. On Monday, the 
high court ordered New York 2nd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to 
re-examine its earlier decision to 
release the photos. 
The three dozen or more 
images of Afghan and Iraqi pris­
oners were gathered as part of a 
military investigation into the al­
leged torture and physical abuse of 
detainees held in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. The American Civil Liberties 
Union filed a Freedom of Informa­
tion Act requesting the photos. 
After the Bush administration 
denied the request, the ACLU filed 
suit. Obama initially agreed to the 
photo release after the appeals 
court ruling, however he changed 
his mind after military leaders 
cautioned him against it. 
The President stated that re­
leasing the photos would "pose an 
unacceptable risk of danger to U .S. 
troops in Afghanistan and Iraq." 
Source: CNN 
Catholics speak of Church's stance on gay marriage 
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Nov. 23 
Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER 
At 8:42 a.m.. Public Safety responded 
to a theft report. Upon investigation, an 
iMac that was secured at a community 
work station in the University Center was 
last seen on 11/20/09 at approximately 5:15 
p.m. The cable securing the desktop com­
puter was also removed. 
Nov. 23 
Location: COPLEY LIBRARY 
At 3:32 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of an individual acting suspi­
ciously. Upon investigation, a visitor of the 
university was contacted, and asked to leave 
campus. The individual complied. 
Nov. 23 
Location: MISSIONS B AREA 
At 8:45 a.m.. Public Safety responded 
to a report of the smell of marijuana in a 
residence hall. Upon investigation, one stu­
dent admitted to having smoked marijuana, 
and was cited for possession of marijuana 
and paraphernalia, and minor in possession 
(MIP); another student was cited for being 
in the presence of marijuana and alcohol. 
Nov. 23 
Location: MANCHESTER VILLAGE 
AREA 
At 8:45 a.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of individuals seen crawling 
through the window of a residential hall 
room. Upon investigation, two students 
were cited for removing their screen and 
inappropriate entry into a residence. 
Nov. 24 
Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER 
At 11:43 a.m., Public Safety responded 
to a late theft report involving university-
owned property. A date projector that had 
been left unattended and unsecured in the 
Student Life Pavilion 3rd floor courtyard 
was last seen on 11/20/09 at 9 pm. There 
were no other items missing. 
Nov. 24 
Location: WALKWAY TO X-ROADS 
At 1:57 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of suspicious circumstances. 
Upon investigation, an unknown individual 
had written three sentences in chalk on the 
sidewalk. The sentences were determined 
to not be threatening or bias-motivated in 
nature. General Services was contacted and 
removed the writing. 
Nov. 24 
Location: FOUNDERS COURTYARD 
At 11:53 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a physical altercation involving 
two students. One student was found to be 
under the influence of alcohol, and was cited 
for minor in possession (MIP). No injuries 
were reported. 
Nov. 25 
Location: WARREN HALL SCHOOL OF 
LAW LOT 
At 2:19 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a traffic collision involving a 
university-owned golf cart. Upon investi­
gation, a university employee accidentally 
sideswiped two vehicles while entering the 
law school parking lot. Both vehicles sus­
tained minor damages. The cart did not sus­
tain any damages. 
Speaker says U.S. racism is alive and well 
RACISM, continued 
alive and well in America; howev­
er, as if anticipating the statement, 
"But Obama is our president, so 
there has been a change," Wise 
changed gears. Because we live 
in the age of prominent black 
figures like Obama and Oprah, 
does that mean the country is no 
longer racist? Wise asserts that 
the answer is no. America is still 
deeply entrenched in racism and 
it is "irrational to think reality has 
changed and racism is now over." 
Instead he says Obama Amer­
ica is a place where the black pres­
ident cannot speak about race in 
any way. Wise uses the example of 
when a reporter once asked Obama 
what he wanted to do to change the 
racial inequalities in health care to 
which Obama glossed over with a 
statement about how his universal 




As part of international week 
to celebrate the international com­
munity, the University of San 
Diego invited Nobel Laureate 
Rigoberta Menchu to Shiley The­
atre to talk about the challenges to 
peace. 
Born to a poor Mayan family 
in Guatemala, Menchu experi­
enced firsthand the terror and vio­
lence of war. Since then, she has 
been traveling around the world, 
discussing the injustices of war 
and advocating for peace. In 1992, 
she was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize for her work representing 
Then the very next day, 
Glenn Beck, a conservative po­
litical commentator, radio host 
and television host, responded to 
Obama's response to the above 
question with a statement about 
how Obama wants health care that 
gets reparations for black people. 
According to Wise, this ex­
emplifies that even when Obama 
pivots away from the race issue, 
he still gets sucked into being crit­
icized as playing the "race card," 
making it impossible for him to 
speak about race at all. 
To all of the racial oppression 
he has outlined and to the inability 
of Obama to have a conversation 
about race, Wise says we have to 
do it; he cannot talk, so we must. 
"We have inherited this legacy 
of racism," Wise said. "But if we 
are accountable and responsible 
for it while simultaneously being 
responsive to it, then we are corn-
indigenous people worldwide. 
It was her first time in San 
Diego and Menchu expressed her 
gratitude immediately. "You are 
beautiful people, this is a beautiful 
place. I thank you in my heart," 
she said. She gave the rest of her 
speech in Spanish. 
Menchu discussed what stu­
dents could do to help those who 
are suffering. She explained that 
one must be happy in order to 
be able to help other people. "I 
am sure many of you feel lonely 
sometimes," Menchu said. "But 
there is something very big we can 
all do: increase our self-esteem. 
This can increase our abilities and 
help us learn about ourselves and 
bating racism. It's a challenge he 
hopes that America takes." 
This lecture was one of many 
events in the University's Interna­
tional Education Week which took 
place Nov. 16-20. 
Joseph Maningas, Director of 
Multicultural Issues, was respon­
sible for bringing Tim Wise to 
USD. "Racism in the Obama Age" 
is relevant to USD "because it is 
a predominantly white school and 
the topic was white supremacy 
and consequently white privilege," 
Maningas said. 
He also said that Wise is an 
important component to Interna­
tional Education Week as "racism 
is an international issue and hate 
crimes are worldwide." In the end, 
Maningas said he hopes that atten­
dants of the lecture learn that "the 
issue of [racism] does not only 
concern those being targeted, but 
everyone else as well." 
be creative." 
Menchu clarified that in pro­
moting peace, people need to be 
creative because, "the most im­
portant thing is to build peace and 
not just declare it." 
She said that it is necessary 
to have a lot of creativity in re­
building the world that humanity 
is destroying. Menchu explained 
that she hopes to see this genera­
tion fight for peace and not make 
the same mistakes as the past. "I 
do not believe in the peace of the 
dead," she stated. 
Menchu believes everyone 
can make a difference, "We all 
have a social mission," she said, 
"And I am here fulfilling mine." 
Dear Jilla 
Dear Jilla, 
One of my best friends 
recently went through a had 
breakup. It has really messed 
her up and she has been drink­
ing all the time, skipping classes 
and hooking up with random 
people. This behavior isn't like 
her and I am really worried 
about her. What can I do to help 
her right now? 
Sincerely, 
Concerned Friend in Camino 
When a relationship ends it 
can be almost like a death. One 
day, there was a person in your 
life that your thoughts centered 
around, someone you spent most 
of your time with and were emo­
tionally and physically tied to, 
someone you considered your 
best friend. The next day, that no 
longer exists. 
It's no wonder why breakups 
can be so traumatizing. It's almost 
unnatural to be that close to some­
one, then move on with your life 
as if none of it ever happened. And 
yet, it happens every day. 
Your friend is reacting in 
a natural way, albeit in a self-
destructive manner. You're in a 
tough position, because I'm sure 
you want to be as understanding as 
possible to how she is choosing to 
heal and take her mind off things. 
But you need to know that 
you are probably one of the only 
people she will listen to right now, 
if she will listen to anyone at all. 
And she needs you to be there for 
her, even if she doesn't ask. 
Make sure to approach her at 
the right time. The right time is not 
Thursday night after you've both 
had three one-dollar-you-call-it's. 
You need to be alone and sober. 
Ask her how she has been doing 
lately. Give her as much time as 
she needs to talk about it, and don "t 
belittle her feelings. Be honest 
with her about how worried you 
are about her recent behavior and 
get a feel for her reaction. She's 
probably worried about it, too. 
And definitely partake in a little 
healthy ex-bashing. 
Something I've learned from 
supporting and being supported 
during bad times over the years 
is that it doesn't feel good to be 
told the way that you're feeling 
is wrong or stupid. Parents have a 
special talent in making you feel 
that way on a regular basis, but a 
friend never should. 
All you can really do is be 
there for her, no matter how crazy 
she gets or how long it takes for 
her to get over this. Help her by 
always reminding her how much 
you love her and why, and take her 
out to do fun things that don't in­
volve drunken mischief. She'll be 
herself again eventually, but until 
then, don't give up on her. 
Send what is currently 
grinding your gears or 
your burning questions 
to Jilla at janthony@usd-
vista.com. 
Nobel Laureate Rigoberta Menchu visits USD 
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Britney faces controvery Down Under 
"Performer" does not entail "singer" 
Climate 
Climate change is real. We 
cannot deny this proven shift in 
climate trends. Yet, this doesn't 
paint a complete picture of the 
situation in which humanity now 
finds itself. Climate change may 
be real, but what ought man do 
to adapt to this this new world? 
For years, we have sought 
such answers from the scientific 
establishment. Scientists, popu­
larly revered as objective and 
unbiased sages, were consulted 
for answers to our most press­
ing questions. How to build the 
bomb? How to reach the moon? 
How to understand Earth's cli­
mate? 
At first they told us the 
world was freezing. Hysterical 
prognosticators of a cold, barren 
Earth devoid of vegetation in 
the midst of a new ice age, sci-
ents irrationally exaggerated the 
facts. Yet, we are only too eager 
to accept the fad of warming a 
la Gore, a severe anthropogenic 
curse of irreparable harm. 
Politicians have won elec­
tions jeopardizing on the fear 
of the hoi polloi. Celebrities, 
with their own massive carbon-
footprint lifestyles, dictate how 
the rest of world might live. 
Remember the sagacious, yet 
unperspicacious Sheryl Crow, 
who advised the world to use 
only one sheet of toilet paper? 
The United Nations even 
established a panel of the wisest, 
most unpolitical scientific minds, 
commissioning them prepare a 
tome not only describing the ef­
fects of climate change, but also 
providing practical suggestions 
by which man might move for­
ward in his necessary adaptation 
to the changed circumstance he 
affected. Or, did he? Enter "Cli-
mategate," the "final nail in the 
coffin of anthropogenic global 
warming." 
It seems that the unbiased 
UN scientists from the Univer­
sity of East Anglia have been 
purposefully destroying data in 
order to exaggerate warming 
trends and to hide flaws in the 
contemporary climate theory. E-
mails have been leaked, which 
prove purposeful manipulation 
and suppression of contrary evi­
dence, even doubt to veracity of 
the warming models. So much 
for peer review! 
Scientists are no less biased 
than politicians. Furthermore, 
modern science has perverted 
itself, destroying its necessary 
foundation in a proper philoso­
phy of nature. Obsession with 
descriptive analysis, empiri­
cism, and what is, rather than 
what ought to be, has distorted 
science and the understanding 
of its purposeful end. Until we 
recover this, and realize that 
climate "experts" are quite as 
interested in propagating self-
beneficent theories as anyone 
else, the sooner we will come to 
a more holistic understanding of 
climate and what the future may 
hold. At the point, we can con­
sider how man should react, if 
at all, in attempting to interfer in 




A frenzy of controversy met 
Britney Spears, no stranger to 
the spotlight, when she arrived 
in Australia for one of the final 
stops on her "Circus" concert 
tour last month. Australian crit­
ics thrashed her for lip-synching 
portions of her concerts. 
This criticism was followed 
with a statement from the Minis­
ter of Fair Trade for New South 
Wales, Virginia Judge, making it 
mandatory that concert-goers be 
warned in advance that portions 
of her vocal performance would 
be pre-recorded. 
Judge soon clarified her first 
statement, expressing the belief 
that Spears' promotion of her 
performances as "live" could be 
nothing but false advertising. 
"Let's be clear," she said, "live 
means live. If you are spending up 
to $200 [on a ticket], I think you 
deserve better than a film clip. 
The NSW government would be 
happy to look at options, such as 
a disclaimer on a ticket which 
would warn consumers if a per­
formance is pre-recorded." 
Virginia Judge, the Minister 
of Fair Trade, should have better 
things to police than whether 
or not Britney Spears is tmly 
singing live. I do agree with the 
Minister insofar that paying top 
dollar to see a live concert and 
then finding that the artist is just 
lip-synching is unfair. If I were to 
pay a decent amount of money to 
see a band like The Police in con­
cert and noticed that Sting was 
lip-synching, I would get upset. 
But we shouldn't hold Brit­
ney Spears to such a standard. 
She is not what I would call an 
artist in the traditional sense. 
Spears is a performer; her con­
certs are larger than life events 
that are as much about dancing, 
costume changes, theatrics and 
bright lights as they are about 
vocal performance. Nobody goes 
to a Britney concert just to hear 
her sing. 
In a statement, Spears said, 
"Some reporters have said they 
love [the concert] and some 
don't. I came to Australia for 
my fans!" I think that this sums 
it up quite neatly. Spears is not 
pretending to be anything more 
than what she is; she knows what 
her fans expect. And they love 
her because she is an incredible 
performer. They pay to see her 
because she puts on a show that 
is entertaining. Most of her fans 
know that she lip-synchs and 
simply do not care. Besides, I 
suspect it can be impossible at 
times to do all that dancing and 
singing simultaneously. 
Furthermore, there are few 
people listening to Britney's 
music because it is intellectually 
stimulating or vocally stunning. 
They listen to it because it's fun. 
Going to see Britney in concert 
is the same thing. Most people 
who buy the ticket know what 
they are getting themselves into 
and are going to the concert just 
to have fun and not to be in the 
presence of an incredible live 
singer. 
The fans who were disap­
pointed with lip-synching Brit­
ney will have many more cruel 
awakenings waiting for them in 
the future. So much of our culture 
is airbrushed, digitally enhanced, 
built on fantasy and essentially 
fake. As far as Britney is con­
cerned; she embraces the reality 
of modem culture. Live vocal 
performance is not her focus. 
Rather, it is more about glittering 
lights and shiny hair. Spears is a 
reflection of our entertainment 
culture, for better or for worse, 
and expecting her to perform 
live is naive. The controversy 
in Australia is misguided and a 
waste of government resources. 
What lesson does lip-synching teach? 
LIZ CROSBY 
STAFF WRITFR 
We've all lived vicariously, 
to some extent, through the 
tumultuous career of Britney 
Spears. We seem to be unabash­
edly glued to her endeavor to 
regain her pop throne despite 
her crazy antics. It's almost as 
though we've all invested so 
much of ourselves into her media 
portrayal that we cannot help but 
root for her. She's like that sister 
with whom we grew up, now im­
mersed in an onslaught of bizarre 
troubles. 
Spears seems to be cutting 
a few corners here and there 
in an attempt to emerge from 
the ashes of frenzied paparazzi 
photo shoots. During her recent 
"Circus" tour, her performance 
fell under the scrutiny of the 
Australian government. When 
officials caught wind that she 
had been lip-synching some of 
her concerts, they strongly sug­
gested that future tickets include 
a disclaimer. 
I'm not trying to bash 
Britney Spears. I hope that she 
makes a comeback and redeems 
herself. But we live in an imita­
tion society. What is the youth 
of America supposed to think of 
her should she fail to succeed? 
Indeed, there is something to be 
said about our nation's major pop 
stars. Many of them are talented, 
at least when they first burst onto 
the scene. 
So why is it that some of 
these starlets begin to flounder? 
Just think of Tara Reid or Lind­
say Lohan? Such individuals are 
manifestations of the collective 
American conscience's concept 
of the perfect entertainer. It 
should come as no surprise that 
they begin to lose touch with 
their own identity, being so busy 
in realizing the identity that we 
expect of them. Many, in search 
of a temporary solution for their 
problems, turn to alcohol and drug 
abuse. Which other country has a 
show completely devoted to the 
rehabilitation of its celebrities? 
Apparently, many Australians 
are reselling their tickets at embar­
rassing low resale prices. Disgrun­
tled fans claim that Spears has no 
talent, even in the way of miming. 
To be perfectly honest, I had fallen 
a little behind in terms of follow­
ing Britney, so I did a YouTube 
search. It was a little more embar­
rassing than checking Facebook, 
but I found Spears' latest videos 
to be astounding. She's more 
captivating now than ever before. 
The fact that she is still churning 
out so many popular songs is a 
testament to how talented of an 
entertainer she is, if not a singer. 
It's no wonder that she is having 
difficulty living up to media stan­
dards. If the Australian judgment 
of Britney Spears is accurate, then 
hopefully their criticism of Britney 
Spears will inspire her to become 
a more authentic performer in 
concert settings. 
If Britney Spears is theoreti­
cally a manifestation of the perfect 
female performer, then what does 
that say about America? Are we 
also losing talent? Are we also 
becoming more reliant on technol­
ogy to make us sound and look 
better? To where will this lethargy 
lead us? Progress? Are we all just 
living in an illusion? 
I want Britney Spears to suc­
ceed in her comeback now more 
than ever. Not only is she a symbol 
of America, but she is a celebrity 
figure that will inevitably inspire us 
to become who we are to become. 
The story of someone having lost 
their way and found it again is 
so much more engaging than the 
story of someone that stayed on 
the right path their whole life. 
Let's just hope that Britney 
Spears won't affect children's 
fashion too much more. 
Palin "Going Rogue" despite liberal protests 
BRENT TUTTLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Thanksgiving came early for 
the vultures this year. On Nov. 
17, citizens of Russia witnessed 
what appeared to be thick, black 
cloud on the Western horizon, 
later identified as swarms of 
salivating American media car­
nivores hovering feverishly over 
Wasilla, Alaska. These savages 
were prepared for a feast: the 
second coming of Sarah Palin. 
The hyena's instinct drives 
him to kill a newborn calf before 
it can even nurse of its mother. 
As soon as Palin's little red book 
was spit from the writer's womb, 
the Associated Press put 11 fact 
finders to work, in an attempt to 
destory the book's credibility. 
Yet, how many fact finders 
did the AP assign to Obama's 
"The Audacity of Hope"? Prob-
abl the same number of people 
who have actually seen his birth 
certificate: zero. 
Before most Americans 
even had a chance to gulp down 
their morning cup of corporately-
bumt coffee, the liberals were 
printing arguments against Palin 
that were so weak and biased 
that even North Korea's missile 
defense system could shoot them 
down. 
Palin claims to be more fis­
cally responsible than her peers 
in Washington. Of course, like 
a pack of stray dogs rummaging 
through garbage, the fact-finders 
ate whatever scraps they could 
manage to find, weakly howling 
that Palin was going rogue on her 
own facts. 
AP sources cite that, though 
usually veering towards more 
modest hotels while in office, on 
one occasion Palin and her daugh­
ters stayed five nights in a hotel 
that cost $707.29 per night. The 
trip's total cost easily exceeded 
$3,000. To the broke college stu­
dent, this seems ludicrous, but for 
a government whose fiscal policies 
can be compared to the behavior 
of Pac-Man Jones in a strip club, it 
"ain't no thang." 
According to the Wall Street 
Journal, since the Democrats have 
taken control of Congress, travel 
tabs have risen 50 percent. In 2008 
alone, elected officials spent $13 
million traveling to destinations 
such as the Galapagos Islands, 
Paris, Jamaica, Australia and Iraq. 
Nancy Pelosi and her entou­
rage have no problem criticiz­
ing corporate America for their 
jet-setting habits, while they 
themselves feel no guilt in char­
tering a Boeing 737, at $5,700 
an hour, to whisk them away at 
their every whim. Just this past 
February, before a one day visit 
to Afghanistan, Pelosi led a group 
of eight Democrats and their staffs 
on a luxurious vacation in Italy, 
spending a total of $57,697. Other 
government officials are just as 
careless and Republicans aren't at 
all innocent. 
While it's apparent that our 
capital is full of villains, a defini­
tive and promising hero has yet to 
arise from the chaotic mess that 
is the GOP. Palin comes off as a 
deer in headlights. And, in most 
instances, the American media is 
behind the wheel and doesn't think 
to stop when they see the glare of 
emptiness in her eyes. 
Instead, they viciously slam 
the pedal to the floor, being sure to 
put the car into reverse after each 
collision to ensure that what was 
once a living being, is reduced to 
road kill. 
Palin has got to come out as 
a chameleon. Americans already 
know who she is, but the leftist 
media has cast her in a negative 
light. Hopefully, she can bring 
something new and relevant to 
politics; such innovation is sorely 
needed. 
Officials can preach all the 
conservative Christian beliefs they 
want, but at the end of the day ev­
eryone knows they're politicians: 
drug sniffing, booze hounding, 
slime infested elitists with aspi­
rations of taxing any and every 
warm crease they come across. 
"Going Rogue" may be the 
beginning of a new episode, but 
Palin is going to have to prove that 
this season's storyline and cast 
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Attending a private in­
stitution comes with a certain 
stigma. We have consciously 
and willingly chosen to receive 
an education in an atmosphere 
that may or may not result in 
the restriction of some of our 
freedoms. 
At a public university, 
because the education is un­
derwritten by the govern­
ment, students are capable of 
demanding expressive rights 
unavailable to their peers at 
privately-funded schools. 
In a way, though, this 
thinking is backwards and 
needs to be corrected. If such a 
reevaluation is accomplished, 
students at a private institution 
can begin to acquire a sense 
of entitlement and ownership in 
a school which they themselves 
fund. 
USD is, of course, a private 
school. As such, it does not re­
ceive direct state funding. So, 
who does funds the school? The 
sudents do! 
Of course, the university 
receieves generous amounts of 
funds from alumni donors and 
philanthrophic benefactors, 
though our endowment fund has a 
long way to go. Indeed, this week 
is "Donor Appreciation Week," 
marked by the appearance of baby 
blue bows across campus. Such 
efforts to extend some sense of 
gratitude is not only necessary, 
but worthwhile. 
Still, where would our home 
JUSTIN HEDEMARK 
STAFF WRITFR 
Sitting here, tapping my 
iPhone, I wonder why today, 
Thanksgiving Day, is different 
from yesterday and not quite like 
tomorrow. Not to be excessively 
philosophical, but I enjoy such 
introspection. When you find 
yourself at a loss as to the pur­
pose, reason or justification for 
the eternal quandary that is life, 
then you might or might not relate 
to this state of mind. Yet, so often 
we don't know the answers to 
this quandary because we haven't 
asked the right questions. 
Why do we ask such difficult 
questions for which we fail to find 
satisfactory responses? Answer: 
Pass. I don't know any more than 
that guy hiding in the corner, hat 
over his eyes, unsuccessfully cam­
ouflaging his deviantly conspicu­
ous lack of conventional coopera­
tion in the fishbowl of judgment. 
And how much more futile is the 
struggle we witness, sans guilt, by 
association, propagation or insti­
gation? They are all lies. 
away from home be without 
our very own generous tuition 
payments, which only seem to 
increase with each passing semes­
ter? 
Why shouldn't we feel any 
less of a sense of ownership in our 
education at a private school? We 
should feel just the opposite. Our 
school may have a Board of Trust­
ees, but the administration should 
also have to answer to us. Without 
students, what would USD be but 
hope and good intentions? 
Too often student organiza­
tions have to cut through miles of 
red tape and jump through flam­
ing hoops to reach simple goals. 
For example, why are there such 
stringent rules on posting flyers 
around campus? Who are we 
I will not preach; I despise 
those who do. I will not profess 
truth; 1 don't know it. Advice is 
scheisse and guidance overrated. 
The root of good is sincerity, 
honesty. That's what the holidays 
are about: lubricated introspective 
cultivation of the mind. There is 
nothing more humbling than the 
cold, hard truth coated in a lib­
eral serving of the alcohol of your 
choice. 
I have had my share of short­
comings, both public and private. 
Most have become fodder for 
familial fraternization. But that's 
what I love about the holidays. No 
matter what your failures or suc­
cesses, your family will be there 
to make you laugh or to put you 
in your place with a well-timed, "I 
remember when..." 
It doesn't take a genius to see 
that truth is relative and answers 
are hollow. All that matters is 
knowing where we came from, 
who we think we are and know­
ing that we can do whatever we 
want. In the immortal words of 
Bobby McFerrin, "Don't worry, 
be happy!" 
paying to police campus for 
these poster violations, and 
more importantly, how much 
are they getting paid? Why 
was it even an issue for PRIDE 
to have a dance on campus? 
Why are there certain topics 
the school would rather The 
Vista not address? 
But, here's the most im­
portant question of all: why 
do we let it happen? 
We, the student body, 
need to take a firmer hand in 
creating not only our educa­
tion, but the educational atmo­
sphere which we both desire 
and deserve. We are paying 
for it, and we should never let 
social stigma or the adminis­






So, we've made it through 
Thanksgiving Break and we're 
still breathing. Now, we only 
have to make it through finals. 
With only three weeks left 
of school, this is the "make it or 
break it" point for many of us. 
We may be bordering on an A or 
we may barely be in the C range, 
but we all want to pass. 
It's easy to have a "who 
cares, screw it" attitude with 
a few weeks left, especially if 
you're a senior, but try to suck it 
up and keep studying. 
We all need to buckle down 
and study during our free time 
over the next few weeks. Rather 
than waiting until the day before 
an exam to cram, start early. 
Throughout finals, we are going 
to have multiple exams, papers 
and labs during a single week 
and, in many cases, on the same 
day. The path to successfully 
handling these assignments and 
finals is to start preparing now. 
It's just like running a mara­
thon: you have to start getting 
ready for it weeks, if not months 
in advance, training and improv­
ing your endurance. Taking finals 
is truly an academic marathon. 
Just like preparing for the LSAT 
or the MCAT, you have to be 
ready to endure lengthy examina­
tions and stressful hours of study. 
Training is not an option, but a 
requirement for success. 
So, start working on your 
final papers and final exam study 
guides instead of messing around 
on Facebook the next time you 
have a break in-between classes. 
These are what I like to call the 
"little things" that, if done early 
on in the preparation process, 
make "Hell Week" a lot less 
stressful. 
Three weeks of a medium to 
light workload is a lot more effi­
cient than one week of inefficient 
cramming, with minimal sleep. 
Do a little bit every day rather 
than waiting and not only will 
your grades be sure to improve, 
but you will save yourself a lot of 
stress and anxiety. 
Some people claim that they 
work best when under pressure. 
But, though they may work more 
quickly under pressure, their 
work could not possibly be as 
thorough and complete as that of 
someone who is putting in long 
hours of hard work over a longer 
period of time. 
One more thing, especially 
for those of you who are strug­
gling to get through a particular 
course. Get to office hours, now. 
Don't wait until two days before 
the final. Teachers definitely 
don't appreciate having students 
show up a week before they are 
about to fail a class with some 
sob story about how it's not their 
fault. If you get to office hours 
now, you'll have at least some 
hint of credibility with your 
teachers, even if you haven't al­
ready been doing so. 
It is in our human nature to 
procrastinate. 1 realize that my 
suggestions are easier said than 
done, but I have to at least broach 
the issue, even if no one listens. 
Controvery over Street View focuses on privacy 
JT HOWLAN 
STAFF WRITER 
Nearly everyone who has 
searched for directions or typed 
in their own home address in a 
Google search bar is familiar with 
Street View. Street View is an ap­
plication that allows people to look 
at a ground level panoramic view 
of a street, allowing them to famil­
iarize themselves with their desti­
nation without having to actually 
travel there. It can also be a tool to 
check out friend's neighborhoods 
or even explore foreign places. It's 
useful, especially if you have never 
visited the address to which you're 
traveling or you just would like to 
see the world. 
A major controversy, how­
ever, is brewing in Switzerland, 
where many see Street .View as an 
invasion of privacy. Such views are 
likely to influence public opinion in 
other countries as well. The quality 
of the photos is just high enough 
to see over fences and hedges: 
something that isn't necessarily the 
For those who feel Street 
View is an invasion of privacy, an 
aerial shot should be considered 
equally invasive. Any modifica­
tion to the level of the panoramic 
6 6 
A major controversy, however, is 
brewing in Switzerland, where 
many see Google Street View as 
an invasion of privacy. * j 
level of someone walking down 
the street. 
There are a few ways to ap­
proach this predicament. Let's 
assume that the Swiss are a private 
people; they enjoy the privacy of 
their homes. 
view isn't going to resolve the situ­
ation; Street View, ultimately, can't 
be the problem. 
Still, regardless of privacy 
concerns, Street View can help 
in the maintenance of a just com­
munity. Imagine that a crime has 
just occurred. Conveniently, there 
is a vehicle equipped with a spe­
cial camera taking photos of the 
street on which the crime has just 
occurred. This little camera may 
catch the perpetrator while in the 
act of the crime, helping the police 
solve the case. Now this may be a 
little out there, but it is possible. 
In fact, last January, police in 
Massachusetts used Street View 
to solve a kidnapping case. A lot 
of funny and interesting acts have 
been caught on the Street View 
tool and I would not be surprised 
if even more crimes have been 
caught on camera. 
Street View is a useful tool. It 
can bring friends closer together, 
give bored people something with 
which to occupy themselves and 
can help you find directions to a 
place that you want to go. And 
let's not forget, it's fun. 
LORA SFORZA/THE VISTA 
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Obama bow misunderstood 
ELLIE FAULKNER 
STAFF WRITFR 
Obama's critics have had a field day 
over his recent trip to Japan to meet with 
Emperor Akihito. While greeting the em­
peror, Obama shook his hand and lowered 
himself in a deep bow in an attempt to re­
spect the customary Japanese greeting. 
Some observers have asserted that the 
bow was much too low, making it seem as 
if Obama was indiquating some sort of sub­
servience. The emperor could only smile 
embarassingly at our president's blunder-
ous actions. Still, many right wing critics 
of the administration have gotten especially 
worked up. They claim that Obama not only 
humiliated the US, but made himself look 
weak. 
In the end, this is a big deal about virtu­
ally nothing. Obama should probably have 
separated his bow and the handshake. He 
could also have made his bow a little less 
profound. But he just looked like the typical 
confused American in a foreign land. This 
is not a catastrophic diplomatic blunder. 
I'm sure that he'll get the bow right the next 
time. 
To his credit, Obama at least tried to 
• i t i i t : ;  •  •  
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greet the Emperor in a traditional manner. It 
would have been equally bad for America's 
image if he hadn't tried to honor Japanese 
custom at all. 
America is known for being ethnocen­
tric; simply shaking hands could have rein­
forced that image. It was a well-intentioned 
effort on the part of the Obama. but greater 
effort should have been made to improve 
intercultural communication. Such a minor 
embarrassment as this could have been en­
tirely avoidable. 
The real problem is that there has been 
barely any coverage of what the emperor 
and president actually discussed. Instead, 
everything has been focused on this faux 
pas. The media lost focus on the issues in 
their eagerness to attack any fault. This 
is symptomatic of a high-tension time in 
American politics. Republicans, who never 
wanted Obama in office, are looking to 
capitalize on any mistake that he makes, 
including one as inconsequential as a bow. 
This furor of media attention is not 
really about the bow. It's about Obama's 
critics and their eagerness to knock him 
down. The media needs to stop focusing on 
trivial bows and instead focus on political 
issues that actually affect our lives. 
CALL'DUm 
Call of Duty criticized for violence 
JT HOWLAN 
STAFF WRITER 
Who ever thought that a video game 
could be so controversial? "Call of Duty 
IV," recently released, is being called out 
and criticized for its gratuitous violence. 
This is ridiculous. Not only have there 
been multiple games that have had their 
own issues with violence, but most haven't 
been described with such vitriol as "Call of 
Duty." 
Everyone who's a gamer is sure to have 
played "NFL Blitz." It's a football game that 
takes big hits and huge plays to a whole dif­
ferent level. Gamers can choke slam play­
ers, body check them for pass interference 
before they catch the ball and destroy them 
even after they've scored a touchdown or 
the clock has stopped running. Why didn't 
this game provoke the same outcry as "Call 
of Duty"? It promotes bad sportsmanship at 
the highest levels. What does it teach kids 
about playing football with their friends 
after school? Couldn't they start playing 
more physically after playing such a game? 
Some people who have played "Fifa 
98" might recall a particularly questionable 
move you could perform. Players were able 
to slide tackle the keeper, sometimes with­
out even being punished with a red card. 
There was even a control button, called 
"intentional foul," which allowed player-
control characters to purposefully "clothes­
line" someone or punch them in the head. 
This influenced soccer players for a number 
of years. 
And who could forget "Grand Theft 
Auto," a game much more out of control 
then "Call of Duty." GTA is full of street 
violence and so much more. Players can 
steal cars, fight pedestrians on the street, 
violate traffic violations and even run away 
from the police. The game is an instruction 
on how to be a criminal. For this, and other 
reasons, it should be considered much more 
controversial than "Call of Duty." And it's 
relevant in the real world; you could do the 
same criminal actions right here, right now. 
You could walk outside, mimic the game 
and end up sitting in jail, without an auto­
matic reset. "Call of Duty," however, is a 
tactical soldier's game. You have to be in 
the Army or Marine Corps to renact any sort 
of action from the game. 
All video games promote different 
messages for different people. There will 
always be some sort of opposition to the 
distribution of a game, just as there will be 
someone else who absolutely loves it. This 
is the nature of human opinion. But to criti­
cize all video games as directly inciting vio­
lence is far-fetched. A lot goes into someone 
being violent or committing a crime; family, 
friends, upbringing and many other consid­
erations affect how we act. Blaming a video 
game is just passing the buck on any one 
of these. 
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Posttraumatic Stress Disorder's effect on a college student 
What is PTSD? 
Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) occurs af­
ter a traumatic situation 
and is classified as a mental 
health disorder. 
PTSD commonly occurs 
after combat in war, but can 
also occur after sexual abuse, 
a car accident or natural 
disaster. 
Severe and constant 
emotions of confusion, 
anxiety and anger are 
common symptoms of 
PTSD. 
Further symptoms include 
re-living the traumatic event, 
feeling numb, fearing life and 
feeling jittery. 
PTSD can lead to 
problems in school or a 
career. It can also strain 
personal relationships. 
PTSD may lead to 
excessive drinking or drug 
problems. 
Therapy is the best form 
of treatment for PTSD. 
S O U H C t  :  U N I T C D  S T A T U  S  D i  P A R T M C N T  O K  V E T E R A N S  A F  K A I R S  
JESSICA TISHUE 
STAFF WRITER 4  4  It's hard going from constant gunshots to 
sitting in a classroom with a bunch of 
kids that have no clue. 1 
When he was little, Bry­
an Sullivan said he wanted 
to grow up to be just like 
his Marine daddy. 
Today, the Marine reserv­
ist and war veteran is loung­
ing on his couch, where he 
spends most of his time. 
At first encounter, Sul­
livan looks like a typical 
25-year-old Bostonian: 
Celtics jersey and jeans. 
But his thin, pale face and 
shell-shocked blue eyes are 
an insight into his torment­
ed past. 
Sullivan never thought 
that volunteering to go ac­
tive during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom would lead to 
sleepless nights or continu­
al visits to the psychiatrist. 
He never thought that his 
service would lead to a re­
curring flashback. Talking 
slowly, and with frequent 
pauses, Sullivan recalls 
Iraq. 
On an early morning 
convoy, down a dark and 
ghostly road still classified 
as top-secret, the unimagi­
nable happened. An uneasy 
feeling overcame Sullivan 
while driving in Fallujah; it 
was the number of the beast, 
in Revelations, 6/6/06, and 
the path was notorious for 
improvised explosive de­
vices. 
"Something is about 
to happen," echoed in his 
mind. Then his heart began 
to pound, drowning out the 
sounds of the city rubble 
which crunched under his 
Humvee tires. 
An Improvised Explo­
sive Device sent Sullivan 
into the air. Following him 
was a dislodged weapon, 
MAGGIE KLOS/THE VISTA 
Many soldiers struggle to find peace on American soil as they constantly think back to their time in combat. These unsuppressed emotions may lead to PTSD. 
barely missing his head. It 
was "lights out." 
Sullivan woke up 
screaming and dashed to­
wards the burning Hum­
vee. His bloody comrades 
were unconscious and pep­
pered with shrapnel. Then 
the lights went out again. 
Sullivan woke up shak­
ing alongside his Gun­
nery Sgt., Jon Wilson, at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital 
in Maryland. Gunnery Sgt. 
Wilson's flesh-exposed 
leg caught the corner of 
his eye. 
"I remember it looking 
like a shark bite," he said. 
Sullivan began call­
ing out for his other two 
comrades in the Humvee. 
Slowly Sulivan came to 
realize the extent of the 
disaster. Sgt. Jamil Brown 
lay in a coma in a nearby 
bed; one leg was gone. 
Cpl. Bryan Carpenter was 
in another bed, recovering 
from shock. 
"I went into a shell," 
Sullivan said. After a three-
week hospital stay, Bryan 
returned home to Boston 
in a wheelchair. Although 
maimed, his friends and 
family were glad to have 
him home. 
"It'll be a while before 
he's better, but at least he is 
home and safe," his moth­
er, Jean Sullivan said. 
Detaching himself from 
all emotions, Sullivan 
wrestled with what had 
just happened. Know­
ing he would never be the 
laid-back college student 
he was prior to deploy­
ment, he became enraged. 
Initiating arguments with 
friends and strangers only 
fueled his inner battle, and 
he began isolating him­
self. 
Numerous medical 
evaluations revealed that 
Sullivan had a traumatic 
brain injury, frontal lobe 
damage, and memory loss. 
Acknowledging his diag­
nosis, Sullivan says, "Un­
less you've been through 
In my case, I didn't detach myself from 
emotions, I repressed them, which 
f u e l e d  m y  h a t r e d .  5  5  
combat, then whatever The three other Marines 
you have isn't PTSD, it's 
something else." 
After three years, his 
almost-daily trips to the 
VA remind him that his re­
covery is a "never ending 
process," he says. 
Sullivan is not a USD 
student; however, his sto­
ry pertains to nearly USD 
military students. If stu­
dents are activated and 
sent to Iraq, they could 
potentially suffer from 
PTSD. Like Sullivan, re­
turning from war maimed 
would make college life 
difficult and could inhibit 
future plans. 
Sullivan found it dif­
ficult to transition from 
combat to college. Large 
crowds and classrooms 
make him nervous. "It's 
hard going from constant 
gunshots to sitting in a 
classroom with a bunch 
involved in the explosion 
currently suffer from is­
sues similar to Sullivan. 
Both Cpl. Carpenter and 
Gunnery Sgt. Wilson's 
TBI's not only destroyed 
their marriages, but it has 
been impossible for them 
to hold onto a job. Sgt. 
Brown now has a pros­
thetic leg and suffers from 
daily nightmares. 
Sullivan currently bat­
tles to suppress inner angst 
in hopes of building a fu­
ture; he reminds himself 
that there is still progress 
to be made. "My attention 
is messed up; mid-conver­
sation I always forget what 
I'm talking about, and my 
relationships are broken 
because I have no emo­
tional aspect to myself," 
Sullivan says. 
"Bryan's story does not 
make me nervous about be-
4 4  Everybody reacts differently to combat 
situations. Who knows how I will be after 
deployment? 5 5  
55 
5 5  
of kids that have no clue, 
Sullivan said. 
"In my case, I didn't 
detach myself from emo­
tions, I repressed them 
which fueled my hatred, 
said Marine veteran and 
USD senior, Travis Cow-
sert. 
Sullivan's Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI) also 
makes processing college-
level material difficult."I 
am now at eighth-grade 
reading comprehension 
level," he said. 
ing deployed," said ROTC 
Cadet and USD junior, 
Eric Domby. "Everybody 
reacts differently to com­
bat situations. Who knows 
how I will be after deploy­
ment? I could come back 
perfectly fine or I could be 
crying in the corner of my 
room for a couple years. 
It really doesn't matter to 
me. I didn't pick this ca­
reer path to have a fun and 
relaxing time. I joined be­
cause it is what needs to 
be done." 
10 Thursday, December 3, 2009 
lj f I 1 W f T J I 1 | J 1^  l^ 1 Arts & Culture Editor: Ryan Coghill 
^ A kj X Vy 1\JJ rcoghill@usdvista.com 
Casablancas goes solo and succeeds 




Julian Casablancas invites listeners to hear his album as a whole. 
USD Radio goes live 
i mentioned in my column last 
week that the radio deprives us 
of music that cannot be marketed 
to the mainstream. This problem 
that rides the sound waves of FM 
stations causes music lovers to 
completely disregard the radio 
altogether and plug in the iPod 
of their stolen MP3's or search 
through music blogs to stream 
music. This leaves the listener 
with some work cut out for them. 
Rather then having the courtesy 
of a radio station providing new 
and exciting music, one must 
rely on word of mouth in order 
to discover new music, clicking 
from website to website in order 
to stream and download different 
musicians that have been recom­
mended by peers. 
As all of you know by now, 
as I have made a point in every 
A&C issue to make sure there is 
mention of this, USD does have a 
radio station. Throughout the se­
mester, USD Radio, in particular 
Nick Peterson, has worked hard to 
get their program up and running. 
There have been big name in-
studio interviews with bands like 
Peter, Bjorn & John, and album 
reviews have been prevalent on 
the site weekly to recommend 
what to buy and what not to buy. 
Most importantly though, there 
have been pre-recorded radio 
shows composed by your fellow 
scholars here at USD. We have 
had the pleasure over the last few 
months of visiting the website 
and sifting through a particular 
DJ's playlists to find music with 
which we most closely identify. 
1 personally dig The Con­
stable Cornelius due to his deci­
sion to bring in a broad spectrum 
of music from Elliott Smith to 
The Dead Weather, and Dr. Dog 
to Jay-Z. Fie also tends to act so 
weird that I, as a listener become 
a bit uncomfortable. However, it 
keeps me interested and makes 
for a good laugh. This particular 
DJ chooses to keep his identity 
concealed from the public, which 
makes him that much more inter­
esting. 
On Monday of this week, 
USD Radio finally went live. 
We now have the pleasure of 
streaming live radio directly to 
our computers. Listening to the 
show on Monday while doing my 
homework was an enjoyable ex­
perience. It is similar to Pandora 
in the sense that you never know 
what is going to be played next. 
However, unlike Pandora, the 
genre of music is not limited to 
a particular category depending 
on the station you have chosen. 
We have the luxury of our peers 
handpicking each song depend­
ing on their taste in music and 
what they feel listeners will enjoy. 
This being the case, listeners are 
pushed to listen to a full song 
they otherwise may have rejected 
by skipping to a later part of the 
stream. USD Radio has arrived in 
a lively style to provide us with 




In the career course of many a 
well-established frontman, under­
taking a solo album endures as the 
ultimate leap of faith. Subjecting 
him or herself to such a decisive 
risk can affect various outcomes, 
potentially leaving the rogue 
musician in one of two roles: a 
victim of circumstance or, more 
desirably, a praised virtuoso. It's a 
game of career Russian Roulette. 
We, as members of a discerning 
public, are responsible for decid­
ing whether the next pull bears an 
empty click or a suicidal mess and 
with the recent release of his debut 
album, "Phrazes for the Young," 
Julian Casablancas is ready to 
play the role of Robert DeNiro in 
Deerhunter. 
Average Joe/Jane music ap-
preciators may better recognize 
Casablancas from his previous 
role as the talented (and reportedly 
rather dictatorial) frontman for 
popular garage-rock revival band, 
The Strokes, whose critically 
well-received releases helped re­
awaken the stripped-down and 
honest, proto-punk musical genre 
after decades of hibernation. The 
band of New York natives earned 
themselves an ample international 
following. Using only a couple of 
guitars, drums, keyboards and their 
leading man's brooding vocal input 
as weapons, The Strokes were able 
to reap bountiful reverence out of 
recognition. Casablancas' un­
canny ability to mold memorable, 
classic and all-the-while addictive 
(for all of you nagging positivists 
seeking concrete evidence, see 
Strokes standards "Last Night" 
and "12:51") material out of some 
of the most organic instrumental 
means possible can and should be 
seen as substantially impressive 
from the angles of all artistic per­
spectives. 
Further noteworthy back­
ground information would delin­
eate the songwriter as an insight­
ful mouthpiece for a recent youth 
movement. The man has seen, and 
some could even say embodied, 
the contemporary "hipster" sub­
culture. 
Casablancas has found 
himself placed beneath the post­
modern movement's self-righ-
teously pious magnifying glass, 
originally framed as a forefather 
in its Brooklyn, NY-based origins. 
JESSICA TISHUE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Get ready to ride a wave into 
musical paradise. Pretty Lights is 
in the building and there's no tell­
ing what Colorado-based producer 
DJ Derek Smith might spin your 
way. Smith and wing-man drum­
mer Corey Eberhard will take you 
on a flight of the imagination filled 
with dazzling daisies, brilliant 
butterflies and speeding freeways, 
However, in a scenester environ­
ment where retro fetish is worn 
out to the point of ridicule at the 
speed of a double-click, the once 
avant-garde multi-talent appears 
to have found himself playing 
the role of wise elder, sharing his 
"been there, sampled that" attitude 
for the newly relevant generation. 
And here's where we arrive, 
after almost four years of relative 
hiatus: the mid-life crisis to Casa­
blancas' patriarchal identity, the 
most critical nexus in the lifetime 
of any valued band of pertinent 
influence: the solo record. In his 
debut foray into lone wolf-dom, 
"Phrazes for the Young," Casa­
blancas acknowledges his past 
by injecting some Strokes-esque 
qualities into the album's chame­
leonic sampling of musical influ­
ences. 
"Out of the Blue," introduces 
its 11 tracks with arrantly dance-
able, chugging power chords and 
a sing-along chorus, all evoca­
tive of the popular garage-rock 
formula for which Casablancas' 
past efforts were amply lauded. A 
bouncing melody sweetly con­
trasts the wise words of a bleak 
yet tragically hip salty soul, likely 
projected from the often imitated 
confines of a smug grin; "Yes I 
know I'm going to hell in a leather 
jacket/but at least I'll be in an­
other world while you're pissing 
on my casket." Facebook statuses 
be warned, Julian's lyrics have a 
knack for staying on the brain. 
From here on out, the album's 
sound refuses to settle into any 
perceivable commonality between 
songs. Though listeners often find 
comfort in an act's over-arching 
musical absoluteness (Iggy and 
the Stooges' unadulterated energy 
and U2's bland enormity, for a few 
examples), "Phrazes" moves from 
echoing guitar riffs redolent of 
Depeche Mode pop on "Left and 
Right in the Dark" to The Faint 
electro geek rock sort of sound 
on "River of Brakelights." It's as 
though Casablancas has managed 
to channel a retrospective obses­
sion so indicative of the modern 
alternative genre onto record, 
taking clear influence from scat­
tered corners of music nostalgia. 
For those as well-versed in 
fine southern Californian cuisine 
as myself, let's liken the album 
and its components to a girthy bur-
rito brimming with ingredients, 
reworked into listenable form; its 
first bite providing a completely 
creating visuals which match the 
texture of their grooves. 
During Pretty Lights' live show 
you can expect the speakers to 
be bumping boundless sounds of 
soul, rock, hip-hop and classical 
music fused with swirls of space-
age electronic rhythms. 
Their pure party beats will 
spread like an epidemic, energiz­
ing the crowd to dance until sweat 
drips down their neon glowstick 
sunglasses. 
It was on when Pretty Lights 
different sense-stimulus experi­
ence for your consideration as its 
fourth or eighth. 
The lack of adhesive com­
monality throughout the progres­
sion of "Phrazes" likely draws 
varied response, depending on 
what type of listener you are. 
Whether shifts from synth-heavy 
new wave "30 Minute Boyfriend" 
to "Out of the Blue's" "Sex Pis­
tols on Zoloft" comes across as a 
breath of fresh air or leaves a bitter 
taste can be determined on your 
own time.Through listening from 
start to finish I, for one, was left 
thirsting for some discernible, all-
encompassing musical bonding 
agent that would help the record 
manifest itself more palpably. 
But don't let spontaneity of 
the "Phrazes" mortally spoil its 
contents. The album keeps more 
than enough gold handy to ob­
scure its grit. If you can manage 
to put elements of the unpredict­
able aside and absorb it all on a 
track-to-track basis, its individual 
components reveal Casablancas 
as a remarkable lyricist and me­
ticulously involved composition 
architect who has duly earned his 
share of success. 
"Ludlow St." brilliantly 
combines classic, good of boy 
country banjos and a dejected af­
fection with electronic drum ma­
chines, with a quarrel much more 
relatable for the hipster collective 
(mass commercialization of a 
once cultured New York avenue, 
specifically), acting as the spark of 
despair rather than any wayward 
dogs/women. Epitomizing his role 
as seasoned veteran of the scene, 
Casablancas greets authenticity's 
end of days in a sarcastic "aw, 
shucks" fashion so typical of the 
took their party from San Diego 
to The Paradise Rock Club in 
Boston. Smith was in the zone, 
scratching and spinning smooth 
transitions interlaced with tempos 
that snapped back like a brand-
new rubber band. Eberhard's drum 
beats were tight and onpoint. 
Preps, hippies, scene kids and 
even someone dressed as the 
scarecrow from the "Wizard of 
Oz" mixed and mingled. Like one 
big house party, listeners let it all 
hang out. They danced, they raged, 
hipster rhetoric. 
"Glass," the album's stand­
out, operatic gem, is a simply 
beautiftil song. Its chorus attacks 
the right brain with larger than life 
undertones and holds the capac­
ity leave more active audiences 
enraptured in a warm trance. Take 
it from this critic's personal ex­
perience. Really, go ahead, try 
cranking this one on an expensive 
sound system and tell me who's 
exaggerating here. 
"11th Dimension," the first 
single off the LP, is catchy and 
reaps plenty of replay value; the 
pleasing result of magnificently 
orchestrated interplay between 
synthesizers and guitar strums. 
"I'll give you diamonds and 
I'll give you space, so be anyone 
you want. It's alright with me." In 
order to smoothly digest the 
nature of Julian Casablancas' re­
cently released solo LP, "Phrazes 
for the Young," we (the listeners, 
readers, critics and further ben­
eficiaries of popular culture) must 
find ourselves ready to dissect and 
reconstruct this bit of straightfor­
ward lyric into an existence more 
starkly representative of the album 
as a whole. An anatomical rework­
ing for the benefit of renewed 
relevance, an about-face to the 
familiar communicatory model 
between a performer and his/her/ 
their listeners, would beg to be put 
into action, leaving we, the mes­
sage recipients, in the position to 
grant Casablancas' permission to 
be the songful chameleon he'd 
like to be. Approach this album 
warily with an objective frame of 
mind; expand your specific tastes 
in music by welcoming his more 
randomized indifference and the 
outcomes will surely satisfy. 
they shook their tail-feathers, put­
ting their hands up just as Pretty 
Lights' song "Electro Cali" com­
manded them to. 
Hyped on the crowd's energy, 
Pretty Lights pushed their show to 
three hours and finished with a free 
fall into the audience until security 
snatched Smith and Eberhard back 
by their ankles. This is definitely a 
spectacle worth joining. So let the 
party begin and check out Pretty 
Light's latest album "Passing by 
Behind Your Eyes." 
DJ Derek Smith spins the party from coast to coast 
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The xx storms the music scene with a stimulating sound 
BRENT TUTTLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
Most college students can 
agree that the majority of the 
weekend's regrets can be filed 
into three main categories. There 
is the ever so painful, extravagant 
and intoxicated purchases we 
all come to learn about the next 
morning after a long night, or 
perhaps an early morning out on 
the town. Next in line there is the 
always lingering, ugly, persistent 
and irritating cousin of the H1N1; 
the final solution to a long hand 
equation which cross multiplies 
the variables of sleep deprivation, 
burrito consumption and alco­
holic beverages. You guessed it, X 
equals a hangover. And of course 
last but not least lies the always 
regrettable, never pleasurable and 
sometimes life changing experi­
ence known as venereal diseases. 
While I can say with confi­
dence that none of these instances 
plagued my life this past weekend, 
one huge regret did come about 
that cannot be filed under this gen­
eral umbrella of college conduct. 
While this missed opportunity 
wasn't life changing, it certainly 
would have been life enhancing. 
Unbeknownst to most, and 
adored by a rapidly increasing 
select few, new-age London pop 
sensation, The xx, rolled into 
town this past Friday to deliver a 
performance of epic proportions 
for those lucky enough to have 
obtained admittance into the infa­
mous San Diego music hub known 
as The Casbah. Unfortunately for 
myself; weeks of studying, work 
and illnesses, along with other mis­
cellaneous elements of life caused 
me to miss out on gaining entrance 
to this seance of originality. Life's 
universal commandment of suc-
COURTESY MYSPACE.COM/THEXX 
The xx take the nice and slow approach. 
cess prevailed true once again; the 
early bird gets the worm. 
On tour with headlining act 
The Friendly Fires, The xx are out 
promoting not only themselves 
and their debut album, but a fresh 
new storm of creativity and imagi­
nation to nurture a music scene 
which often spends many seasons 
in a drought. The band consists 
of three 20-year-old London na­
tives who have an incredible 
sense of independence and cre­
ative spirit working in their favor. 
Their music could be described 
as slower paced, new-age pop 
seasoned with a hint of electronic 
waves and well blended bass lines. 
When searching for musical peers 
of The xx, one might reference 
exquisite selections and periods 
of veterans such as Radiohead, In­
terpol, The Church and Sebastien 
Tellier, whose similarities can be 
heard echoing faintly throughout 
the whole album as waves of merit 
continually crash down. 
As San Diego's climate con­
tinues to dwindle downward in 
temperature, the album will serve 
to be particularly helpful as all of 
USD's hens desperately search 
for a male rooster to accompany 
them through the long and cold 
winter nights that lie ahead. While 
the album is not comparable to 
Viagra by any means, there is no 
doubt that its sounds will enhance 
any baby making session that this 
arctic time of year may grace you 
with. If your John Redcorn resides 
many moons away, London's 
youth trio can still accommodate 
you. One sunset trip to the beach 
with your MP3 player of choice, 
and the sensual sounds of The xx 
will reconnect you with ease to 
the fond memories, emotions and 
pleasantries which your current 
lifestyle deprives you of. 
Whether you're a business­
man or a musician, the art of be­
coming a good anything in life is 
becoming a good middle man. In a 
musician's case, to hold a casting 
call for musical greatness. 
Taking those incredibly per­
iled bits of brilliance, the climatic 
state of a wave or a movement on 
one polar end of the spectrum, 
and aligning it with all of the 
distant cousins willing to attend 
the reunion, eventually creating 
an unconventional yet innovative 
compilation of musical notes. Fur­
ther illuminating what is already 
incandescent with a fresh new 
torch. 
The xx seem to have a win­
ning recipe in the sense that their 
creations are an extravagant smor­
gasbord of music's best offerings, 
marinated and seasoned with an 
original sense of sleekness and 
style, and slow roasted to perfec­
tion, favorably placing, as well as 
differentiating them amongst the 
legendary entrees of their previous 
predecessors. 
A family that plays together stays together 
BRYCE CARR 
STAFF WRITER 
Undoubtedly, my favorite thing 
about being the music director 
for USD Student Radio is being 
able to spend time with the bands 
played on the station by doing in­
terviews. It allows me to ask them 
questions sent in by listeners and 
those on staff. I've hung out with 
a wide variety of bands, yet the in­
terview I did last week with Eisley 
seemed to really blow eveiything 
else away. 
Before the band's set opening 
for Say Anything at the House of 
Blues in San Diego, I had a chance 
to sit down with the group for an 
interview. I knew ahead of time 
that Eisley is not like most bands 
around today. The band is truly a 
family affair, with siblings Chaun-
COURTESY CITYPAPER.COM 
telle, Sherri, Stacy and Weston, 
and their cousin Garron complet­
ing the five-piece. 
The tour with Say Anything has 
been something that our station has 
jokingly called "The Honeymoon 
Tour" since Sherri from Eisley 
and Max from Say Anything got 
married earlier this year. As if the 
touring family connection wasn't 
strong enough, oldest sister Chaun-
telle's fiance, Todd D'Agostino, is 
the band's guitar-tech and head lu-
thier at LaRose guitars. Youngest 
sister Stacy brought her boyfriend 
Darren King of MuteMath to the 
concert and he swung by during 
the interview. At the helm of ev­
erything is their manager Boyd, 
the father and uncle of the band 
members. 
Although by now it seems 
slightly on the gossip side of ev­
erything, I'm simply writing this 
to stress the importance that family 
has for the group. It provides 
something that the band explains 
as a steady base, and something 
that keeps them close. It's a band 
arrangement that the group can't 
imagine seeing in any other way. 
The close-knit circle of cre­
ative minds seems to transcend 
into the band's latest release "Fire 
Kite." If this four song EP is a hint 
at the future of the band, it holds 
fair to say that long-time Eisley 
fans and first time listeners are in 
for a treat. For those unfamiliar 
with the band, my best compari­
son is to say they're some type of 
more mainstream, female-fronted 
Radiohead. Although short and 
bittersweet, the four songs on this 
tease from Eisley are emotion-
packed and reminiscent of quests 
for salvation. 
After the widely reported rela­
tionship splits that members in the 
band had before this EP was made 
(Adam Lazzara from Taking Back 
Sunday and Chad Gilbert from 
New Found Glory), it is easy to 
identify the solace imagined to be 
found in the unity of the band as 
a family. These experiences leak 
into lyrics and the raw plea within 
vocals fit's seamlessly with expe­
riences in our own lives. The in­
strumental arrangement on the EP 
is varied, yet the sound remains 
unmistakably Eisley and ever-so-
unique. 
One would think that a band 
signed to a major label that had 
toured the United States opening 
for Coldplay could have a few 
arrogant members. Nothing could 
be further from the case. After the 
interview, Boyd asked me to hang 
around and I spent the rest of the 
show talking about music, stand­
ing on stage with the band and 
meeting their friends and family. 
In the cutthroat world of music 
today, it's reassuring to see that 
down-to-earth personalities and 
a general love for fans, coupled 
with honest music, is able to reach 
the masses. We'll continue to play 
the band on our station as long as 
they continue to make amazing 
records. I'll tell you right now that 
it's a relationship that will exist as 
long as Eisley is making music. 
JUSTINE MARZONI^^^ 
ASSISTANT 
A&C EDITOR g 
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I've come a long 
way since Y2K 
It's hard to believe, but 
the first decade of the 2000's is 
almost over. I still remember the 
fear of Y2K and the overabun­
dance of apocalyptic films that 
were coming out right around 
the turn of the century. Not only 
is the year 2000 a time that my 
generation will always remem­
ber, it is also a benchmark in my 
life, when I began cultivating my 
own musical tastes. At that point 
it may not have been good taste, 
but I was figuring out what I liked 
and what I didn't. 
2000 was also the year I went 
to my first concert, the Britney 
Spears "Oops I did It Again" 
tour, and I'm not ashamed of 
it. Since then, my horizons have 
broadened (thanks to having an 
older brother with cool friends), 
but here is a list of my personal 
favorite albums of the last ten 
years. Keep in mind that I was 12 
years old in 2000, 13 in 2001, 14 
in 2002...and so on. 
Just to clarify, I won't be 
choosing the best albums of the 
last ten years, I will be choosing 
the ones that were my favorite at 
the time. Self-indulgent as it may 
be, it's time to take a stroll down 
memory lane. 
2000 - N'Sync "No Strings At­
tached" -1 was a tween once too, 
you know. 
2001 - Something Corpo­
rate "Leaving Through the 
Window"- My brother liked 
them at the time. He will deny it 
if you ask him now. 
2002 - Rooney "Rooney" -1 fell 
in love with the lead singer even 
before the band was popular be­
cause of his roll as Michael Mos-
covitz in "The Princess Diaries." 
2003 - The Smiths "Louder 
Than Bombs" -1 didn't go veg­
etarian, but Morrissey was my 
hero. 
2004 - Nick Drake "Pink 
Moon"- When I first heard Nick 
Drake I really wanted to see him 
live. Until I found out he died in 
1974. 
2005 - Rilo Kiley "More Ad­
venturous" - This album got me 
through my first heartbreak. 
2006 - Badly Drawn Boy "One 
Plus One Is One" - I loved lis­
tening to this while driving when 
I first got my license. 
2007 - The Shins "Wincing the 
Night Away" - In years to come 
this album will make me feel nos­
talgic about college. 
2008 - She & Him "Volume 
One" - I declared this as the feel 
good album of the year. 
2009 - Passion Pit "Manners" 
- Good thing MP3s don't wear 
out because I have listened to this 
album countless times. 
Bring it on 2010's! I look forward 
to another decade of music ap­
preciation. 




If ever there were an ideal uni­
versity student prototype, it would 
be modeled after Nick Peterson, 
an International Relations major 
of the class of 2010. 
Peterson's name is associated 
with USD Radio, formerly the Un­
official USD Student Radio until 
Peterson worked wonders and got 
the university to set aside money 
and dedicate a room (closet) to the 
organization. How was he able to 
accomplish what many students in 
years past could not? 
"I think it came down to the fact 
that I decided I was going start this 
whether the school wanted to offer 
any help or not. That worked, since 
the 'no's' we had all gotten before 
no longer mattered. I was ready to 
keep running it out of our living 
room on Dover," Peterson said. 
Though the living room at 
Peterson's place of residence on 
Dover is considerably more spa­
cious than room 402 in the Stu­
dent Life Pavilion, the amount of 
comfort that must come with the 
notion of being recognized and 
thus respected by the university is 
irreplaceable. Within a matter of 
months, USD Radio transformed 
from unofficial to official and had 
a kick ass website to boot. 
What used to be weekly play-
lists of 10 songs or so from a few 
student DJs has now become live 
shows hosted by students and 
a website full of show reviews, 
album reviews and artist inter­
views. Thanks to Kathe Myrick 
and Student Affairs, Peterson and 
co. were able to pick out a studio 
setup (paid for by the university) 
that will enable the radio station 
to do some incredible things, 
including live sets played by big 
name musicians like Peter Bjorn 
& John. 
I was curious how Peterson is 
able to get these artists to play in 
a closet-sized room when former 
directors of concerts on campus 
could only book "has-beens" to 
play in the JCP. So I asked him and 
he divulged to me the big secret. 
"There's a round of message 
machine recordings in NYC with 
me yapping on them each week, 
and I suppose people get tired of 
ignoring that. Plus, my family 
members are the modern day 
equivalents of John Henry, so I 
think that drive trickled through 
the genetic tree," Peterson said. 
But Nick Peterson is more than 
just the radio station he pioneered. 
He is also a talented musician, 
presumably a good student (he has 
smart things to say), funny and, 
most excitingly, on the verge of re­
leasing a few albums he recorded 
with friends on Nebo Records, a 
record label Peterson created. 
"We'll be releasing those 
[albums] on the new website 
Tuesday, December 8th. It's about 
the most excited I have been about 
anything in life ever always any­
time at all ever. And it's all free so 
you can check it out too." 
Nick Peterson is one of the 
only people I would describe as 
inspirational. As a person that, like 
Peterson, has quite a few respon­
sibilities (full-time student, Gap 
employee, hostess at La Gran Ter-
raza, associate editor of The Vista, 
soon-to-be DJ for USD Radio), he 
has shown me that it's possible to 
accomplish all that I want to and 
still be a pleasant, loveable and 
sometimes silly person. 
Surf film portrays isolation as peace of mind 
JAIME ZEHNER 
STAFF WRITFR 
In the summer of 2008, surfer 
and former Pipeline Master Rob 
Machado flew to Indonesia to 
experience a different kind of surf 
trip. The wild-haired surfer and 
director Taylor Steele put together 
a film based upon his travels and 
called it "The Drifter." 
The film, which was produced 
by Hurley and Warner Bros. Re­
cords, follows Machado trying to 
find himself as he travels around 
islands in the Indonesian Archi­
pelago as he leaves his comfort 
zone to be alone with his thoughts. 
After scoring more perfect waves 
than any surfer could ever wish 
for, he concludes, "We dream of 
the perfect wave, the perfect job, 
the perfect house, but when we get 
there we dream of something else, 
and the journey goes on." 
After receiving rave reviews in 
Japan, Hawaii and Australia, Rob 
Machado's definitive surf travel 
film, "The Drifter," won Best Surf 
Film at the 2009 California Surf 
Film Festival. To promote the 
film, he did a mini premiere tour 
that consisted of 11 stops in the 
U.S. "It's been a fun ride so far," 
Machado said of his tour. "Maybe 
not quite as fun as some of the 
waves I rode in the film. But I've 
really enjoyed showing the last 
two years of my life to people." 
Machado just needed to get 
away from his comfort zone. He 
spent three weeks in Bali, much 
of it surfing, but also exploring 
the outer islands of Indonesia. He 
missed home but something inside 
wouldn't let him leave. It was 
here that he found ultimate solace 
on the island of Sumba, where 
he camped and surfed beautiful 
waves. 
From a hilltop vista he remarks 
JAIME ZEHNER/THE VISTA 
Rob Machado (right) and Jon Swift (left) perform an acoustic set at the South Coast Theatre in Laguna 
Beach at the premiere of "The Drifter." 
in the film, "A few months ago this 
might have felt lonely, but some­
times when you're most alone, 
you're not alone at all." 
The Sumba villagers embraced 
Machado and even kept watch 
over him near his tent during the 
night. He developed a special rela­
tionship with his new friends, who 
helped him learn that "being com­
pletely isolated would bring me 
peace of mind, but now I realize 
that it is the people around us who 
bring our expectations to life." 
Every tour venue included an 
acoustic set with Machado and 
Jon Swift, the full-length feature 
film and a post-movie Q&A with 
Machado and Taylor Steele. I was 
lucky enough to catch up with 
Machado at the Laguna Beach 
South Coast Theatre on Nov. 19 to 
partake in the festivities with one 
of my favorite surfers of all time. 
The setting was casual and laid 
back as Machado was uncomfort­
ably the center of attention, but 
ever-so-grateful for the support. 
After signing autographs and 
meeting a number of fans, Macha­
do and Swift played a couple 
of songs on their guitars before 
gathering the crowd to watch the 
film. Also in attendance was Bob 
Hurley of Hurley International 
who greeted and talked causally 
to fans and supporters. He noticed 
me eyeing a copy of the film and 
approached me. Hurley said of the 
film, "You'll love it. It's amazing 
really. The cinematography that 
was used is incredible and Rob is 
just great." 
Although the scenes felt a little 
staged at times, "The Drifter" 
showcases the beauty of Bali and 
the surrounding islands, as well as 
some amazing waves and Macha­
do's surfing talent. For more in­
formation on "The Drifter," visit 
thedriftermovie .com. 
If boys can do it, girls will do it better 
VICTORIA FANTOZZI 
STAFF WRITFR 
It's a girl's world - guys just 
live in it. Remember when our 
12-year-old selves had that plas­
tered across our AIM and MyS-
pace profiles? Well, the middle-
schooler in you may have moved 
on, but the fashion world is giving 
new meaning to the once popular 
phrase. Menswear is booming for 
fall, replacing the girlish color pal­
ettes and ruffled romantic blouses 
we saw last year, proving that 
females are prepared to dominate 
in all possible arenas, from the 
workforce to the closet. 
Last spring's boyfriend jean 
foreshadowed this trend as we all 
gaped in confused-yet-kind of-
intrigued wonder at Katie Holmes' 
saggy, cuffed pant in the tabloids. 
Fashion disaster or fashion state­
ment? Eventually, the latter won 
out, creating a brand new trend 
in trousers. This fall, the options 
have expanded from jeans to dress 
pants. The cut is basically a saggy 
leg coming to a tapered, tight end 
at the ankle. Sorry boys skin-
hugging pants are out. With this 
trend, the looser, the better. With 
flats, this can look a bit sloppy (es­
pecially on a shorter person), so 
try to pair this particular pant with 
eye-catching heels to feminize it 
up a bit, and make sure you keep 
the top simple. A basic tank or tee 
pretty much does the trick. If you 
want a more casual vibe, check 
out Current/Elliot's boyfriend jean 
for $230. If you want something 
dressier, they have plenty of trou-
ser-type pants in various slouchy 
materials at any major department 
store. 
Another trend that goes hand-
in-hand with the boyfriend jean 
is the boyfriend jacket. You know 
exactly what I'm talking about 
when you wear your boyfriend's 
too-big-for-you jacket and it 
slouches in just the right way that 
makes you look incredibly chic 
but you don't want to admit it? 
Well, the boyfriend jacket 
allows you to recreate this look 
for yourself - a kind of under­
stated comfiness that is simplistic 
but still stylish. The most popular 
jacket is the blazer, but they have 
plenty of other styles as well. They 
are all best worn with a slimmer 
pant since the jacket can tend to be 
pretty slouchy. 
But clothes aren't the only 
things getting a makeover—shoes 
have jumped on board this trend 
as well with the new brogues. Re­
member back in elementary school 
when your mom used to dress you 
in saddle shoes? The black and 
white ones? That's basically what 
a brogue is. It's flat and lace up 
and basically looks like a guys 
shoe that a woman would wear. 
It sounds tasteless but it's actu­
ally very cute if you wear them 
properly, particularly with skinny 
jeans and a v-neck. They come in 
all colors (Topshop even has a pair 
that's half white/half purple), and 
you can opt for a solid color or get 
, 






Katie Holmes struts down the street in what could quite possibly be 
Tom Cruise's jeans. However, they are just boyfriend jeans. 
them two-toned. Brogues can cost 
you though; the leather ones can 
range up to $500, so unless you're 
really sure this trend is here to 
stay, I'd check out H&M, Topshop 
or Nordstrom's pairs that will cost 
under $50. 
Though many of us may miss 
the feminine and flirty frocks from 
spring, the fashion industry seems 
determined to prove that anything 
boys can do, girls can do better. 
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Open Mic Night and The Basement Society combine forces 
LIZ CROSBY 
STAFF WRITFR 
A couple weeks before this 
paper presently found its way into 
your hands, the combination of 
an Open Mic Night and a student 
art show was held in the uncon­
ventional setting of the UC. USD 
students and professors gathered 
to witness the creative energy 
of fellow USD students as they 
conveyed their artistic endeavors 
through the medians of guitar, 
vocals, drums, photography, 
painting, etc. It was interesting to 
see the space normally associated 
with the long past days of "Yhe 
Caf' transform into a space com­
pletely devoted to the absorbance 
of art in a plethora of forms. 
According to Alexandra Noel, 
a junior at USD, the combination 
of Open Mic Night and the Art 
Show occurred by accident. The 
Basement Society (USD's art 
club), realized after scheduling 
their art show that it coincided 
with an Open Mic Night, and 
naturally they figured it only made 
sense to combine the two events. 
Associated Students, who nor­
mally hosts Open Mic Night, was 
quick to oblige. The Basement 
Society began a few years ago and 
has hosted an art show annually. 
This was the first time that the two 
typically separate events had been 
combined. Judging by the crowd 
that it drew and the positive re­
marks from recipients, it was most 
certainly a success. 
The Basement Society hopes 
to host another such event next 
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semester. In years past the Art De­
partment has existed indistinctly 
on USD's campus, submerged for 
the most part beneath Camino. 
This has proven to be a great 
method for students to get their 
artwork seen and heard. With this 
struggling economy, art depart-
ALEXANDRA NOEL/ THE VISTA 
The Basement Society and AS teamed up for the first ever Open 
Mic Night and Art Show. 
ments tend to buckle beneath the 
pressure of budget cuts before 
other academic disciplines. Many 
musicians created their music not 
for the recognition of professors 
but out of pure passion for the 
art form; Nick Peterson, Mariella 
Collins, Christine Boyich and Tif­
fany Ma to name a few. 
Clearly the students at USD 
have shown how self-expression 
is a crucial element of their lives. 
Although Friedrick Nietzsche 
isn't the most optimistic philoso­
pher around the block, his com­
ment on art seems to ring true, 
"Art is not merely an imitation of 
the reality of nature, but in truth 
a metaphysical supplement to the 
reality of nature, placed alongside 
thereof for its conquest." Without 
the externalization of creativity, 
the world would most certainly be 
quite a boring place. 
What if your grandfather sang to you? 
Papa Dylan releases a Christmas album 
RYAN COGHILL 
A&C FDITOR 
Imagine it is Christmas Eve. 
The whole family is sitting around 
the fireplace with joy and happi­
ness burning in their hearts. Then, 
unsuspectingly, your grandfather 
grabs his guitar for a little family 
sing-along. Your cousins and you 
smirk and whisper to each other, 
"I hope he doesn't have a heartat-
tack!" Your mother smacks you 
in the back of the head and tells 
you to support your grandfather. 
He may be old and his voice is ex­
tremely coarse from the years of 
smoking more than just cigarettes, 
but he is still your grandfather. 
Fortunately for you, your 
grandfather is Bob Dylan. We 
have all heard the stories of a Bob 
Dylan performance. The general 
conception is that his voice is just 
shot and terrible. He is much too 
old to be out there trying to sing 
his songs that he sung over 50 
years ago. However, it is still Bob 
Dylan. Talk to any musician and 
they will tell you that Bob Dylan 
is one of their musical influences. 
On Oct. 16, Bob Dylan released 
an all-Christmas carol album by 
the name of "Christmas In The 
Heart."Before the album was 
released it was already receiving 
negative criticism by the entire 
industry. The idea of Bob Dylan 
trying to sing on an album is just 
plain silly. When a man's voice 
starts to sound like he is gasping 
for air on every note he should just 
stop, right? 
This is wrong. Wrong and pretty 
mean. It's Bob Dylan. Give the 
man the respect he deserves. The 
first song on the album is "Here 
Comes Santa Claus." Upon hear­
ing it you can't help but chuckle 
to yourself, naturally, since that 
is a giddy song in the first place. 
The image of ol' Bobby Dylan in a 
Santa suit bouncing up and down 
comes to mind. Throughout the 
song he receives some help from 
back up singers. Still, it sounds 
silly. 
However, he then gets into the 
more appealing Christmas songs, 
the ones that truly touch our hearts 
like, "Do You Hear What I Hear," 
a song about the birth of baby 
Jesus. Of course, "0' Come All 
Ye Faithful" is just an awesome 
song in general. The Andrews 
Sisters come into the song to take 
over a verse and then Bob Dylan 
joins in harmony with them. It is 
not the most impressive piece of 
art you have ever heard, but would 
you rather go to church and hear 
the choir sing these songs or have 
Bob Dylan in your living room? I 
think we all know the answer to 
that one. 
The true beauty in this album 
sits on the fact that all U.S. royal­
ties from sales of these recordings 
will be donated to Feeding Amer­
ica. This will guarantee more then 
four million meals, providing for 
COURTESY EXCLAIM.CA 
1.4 million people in need 
during the holiday season. 
So now, thinking back on 
it, Bob Dylan doesn't look 
too silly in a Santa Clause 
outfit. Bob Dylan is a 
great and generous man. 
With this enormous act of 
kindness he sheds light on 
the hunger epidemic that 
surrounds our nation and 
world. Despite the fact that 
album doesn't give us the 
beloved sounds of "Mag­
gie's Farm," it will hit us 
deep in our hearts, remind­
ing us that to give is truly 
better than to receive. 
The San Diego ITorth Park 
Craft Mafiafs 3rd Annual 
at The McMillin Companies 
S7ent Center 
at the NTC Promenade 
in Liberty Station 
2375 Dewey Rd. - 92106 
San Diego's 
Indie Holiday Shopping 
Extravaganza! 
70+ Crafty Vendors! 
Holiday Fashion Show! 
Live Music! 
Free Giveaways! 
Shop Local This Season! 
Sunday, December 6th 2009 
Noon-6p.m. 
Free Gift Bags for the first 
100 Shoppers!* 
*Limit one per family 
HolidayHitList.com 
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SPORTS CO-FDITOR 
My team, my 
family 
I woke up last Thursday 
morning extremely early. I 
couldn't sleep. It wasn't be­
cause I had class. I was up early 
because I was excited. I thought 
my Oakland Raiders could 
establish a two game winning 
streak, especially against the in­
consistent Dallas Cowboys. In­
stead, I watched the Raiders get 
crushed. They lost 24-7 and the 
Cowboys managed to pile up 
the most total yards this season 
in a game against my lowly but 
beloved Raiders. 
How did I become a 
Raider fan? No, my father isn't 
A1 Davis. My father grew up 
playing cornerback as a kid 
and became infatuated with the 
Raiders bump and run defense 
when he started watching foot­
ball back in the day. I grew up 
hearing stories about Jim Plun-
kett and Fred Biletnikoff and the 
team of misfits that managed to 
muster up championships. 
My father took me to sports 
memorabilia shows where I met 
Oakland Raider legend Lester 
Hayes. The first football jersey 
I bought when 1 was a wee 
lad was a starter kid's medium 
Napoleon Kauffman silver and 
black Raiders jersey. Given I 
was nine, I felt like the man. 
Naturally, my father had pur­
chased it for me. And there you 
have it, 1 was born into Raider 
nation. 
The next decade of my life 
saw the Raiders recycle quarter­
backs from Jeff Hostetler to Jeff 
George. However, when Rich 
Gannon arrived in Oakland, I 
knew we had a special player. 
Too bad the Raiders faced the 
architect that put together their 
AFC West championship team 
in Jon Gruden and the Tampa 
Bucs during the 2003 Super 
Bowl. That sucked. 
After this loss, the Raiders 
went downhill. I put up with 
Kerry Collins, Aaron Brooks 
and 34 other quarterbacks 
not worth mentioning before 
I thought the franchise was 
saved by the beast of a quarter­
back named JaMarcus Russell. 
Too bad he has turned out to 
look like a hungover Daunte 
Culpepper. 
Why have I disclosed my 
Raider genealogy with you? It's 
because I love the Raiders and 
always will. Raiders are like 
my family. I spent Thanksgiv­
ing with them, they make me 
feel horrible, they stress me out, 
they make me cry, they make 
me smile, they make me cry 
and smile and then cry again all 
within a 10 second span but hey, 
they are my team. 
Just like a mentally unsta­
ble family member, I do agree 
they need counseling... or a 
new owner. But the fact is that 
the Raiders have been a part of 
my life since I can remember. 
You don't turn your back on the 
black sheep of the family, even 
if they never cover the spread. 
Just win baby. 
Season review: Toreros have ups and downs 
CHRISTOPHER HANNEKE 
STAFF WRITER 
The 2009 Torero football 
season played out like your aver­
age, disappointing Hollywood 
blockbuster. You've seen it a dozen 
times before. There was plenty 
of hype going in before it even 
began and it started out by living 
up to the hype, but it took an early 
stumble and spent the majority of 
the time trying to get back on the 
right track. Even though in the end 
they put forth their best effort to 
try and salvage what they lost, 
it still fell well short of the lofty 
expectations. There's a cliche to 
explain this phenomenon: "Too 
little, too late." 
And that sums up the disap­
pointing football season for USD. 
The team knew coming in to the 
season that they would have a dif­
ficult time replacing star receiver 
John Matthews 
after he went on 
to make the cut 




know just how difficult the game 
could be without a reliable play-
maker. 
With that pre-season hype at a 
high point, the game plan coming 
into the season was simply to run 
the ball with the plethora of backs 
that the team had on the roster. 
Graduate J.T. Rogan received 
another year of eligibility and he 
was joined by the team's top two 
rushers from 2008, Phil Morelli 
and Matt Jelmini, as well as junior 
Brendan Feliczak. 
The Toreros used the legs 
of these four backs to pound the 
ball at the beginning of the year, 
rushing for 786 yards as a team 
in their first five games. But the 
hype fizzled a bit as the team 
only managed a 3-2 record in that 
span, though one was to a non-
conference scholarship program in 
Northern Colorado. The team was 
still in prime position to make a 
run at the Pioneer League crown. 
However, that was when 
things began to spiral out 
of control. In the final six 
games to close out the 
season, the Toreros hit 
that rough patch that 
became too diffi­
cult to overcome. 
They only man­
aged 573 yards on 
the ground in those 
six games, and they 
struggled to an 
awful 1-5 record 
in that span. 
USD did 
put forth their best 
effort to salvage some 
respect from the season, 
coming away with a 13-7 
victory against More-
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game of the season. True fresh­
man quarterback Bo Stompro 
threw for five touchdowns in the 
loss, and the team showed a fight 
that hadn't been seen earlier on in 
the season. 
In looking back at the season, 
it is intriguing to try and find just 
what went wrong with this Torero 
football team. The unexpected 
failure of the running game meant 
the team needed a boost from 
other offensive weapons. Senior 
quarterback Sebastian Trujillo left 
the program following the victory 
over Marist after he was benched 
for red-shirt freshman Sam Scudel-
lari (he cited "financial purposes" 
as his reason for leaving) and it 
was up to the new quarterback to 
carry the load on offense. 
The Scudellari Era got off on 
the right foot and showed some 
positive signs for the season to 
come. During his first three starts 
as a Torero, he completed 54 of 98 
passes for 724 yards resulting in 
six touchdowns and zero intercep­
tions. 
Yet the offense struggled in 
the Red Zone during these starts 
and they won just one of the 
three. The following game against 
Jacksonville, Scudellari suffered 
a season-ending injury to his tibia 
en route to another disappointing 
defeat. 
It was amidst this two game 
losing streak and a disappoint­
ing 3-4 record that true fresh­
man Bo Stompro took the reigns 
as the team's quarterback. The 
freshman played well in his four 
games under center, but USD still 
only managed one win during 
that stretch. However, Stompro's 
success, along with the return of 
Scudellari, creates an intriguing 
battle at the quarterback position 
heading in to the 2010 season. 
In looking ahead to the 2010 
season, it is hard to imagine that 
things will get any worse for this 
Torero team. On the bright side, 
only 12 seniors graduate follow­
ing the season. The biggest losses 
come on the defensive side as 
captains Gabe Derricks and Kevin 
Dunn have played their last games 
in a Torero uniform. 
The two led the daunt­
ing Torero defense, 
which was the 
brightest spot 
for the 2009 
team, allow­
ing a respect­
able 21.6 points per game (which 
is largely inflated due to the fact 
the offense's struggle to move the 
ball kept the defensive unit on the 
field for longer than they would 
have liked). Finding replacements 
for the talented defense is sure to 
be the top priority for Coach Ron 
Caragher. 
On the offensive side of the 
ball, First Team All-PFL line­
man Patrick Calahan will depart 
along with fellow O-linemen Kyle 
Kofoed and Conrad Smith, and 
J.T. Rogan's epic career at USD 
has finally come to an end. 
The good news is that PFL Of­
fensive Freshman of the Year Kyle 
Warren is back for the Toreros, and 
he will join fellow receivers John 
McGough and Eric Fiege as the fa­
vorite targets for either Stompro or 
Scudellari. McGough is the team's 
star receiver, and Warren is a 
deadly, deep-ball threat, but Feige 
established himself throughout the 
season as a Wes Welker type target 
that always seems to find a way to 
get open, and the combination of 
the three should provide enough 
firepower for the passing game to 
find success. 
Though the loss of Rogan may 
appear to be a big one, Jelmini 
and Morelli have proven they are 
more than capable of carrying the 
rushing load in the future. Jelmini 
should be the favorite to be the 
starter as his 4.8 yard per carry av­
erage led the team, and he was the 
only Torero to record a 100-yard 
rushing game on the season. 
If there is one thing that Car­
agher needs to learn it's to ride a 
player while he is hot in order to 
put the team in the best position to 
win with the best guys on the field 
at all times. Failing to do so could 
not only destroy another season 
for the Toreros, but it would put 
him on the hot seat as well. 
It was too little, too late for 
the 2009 Torero football team, but 
the future is bright as many pieces 
are in place to make a stronger 
run back towards Pioneer League 
supremacy. It starts with putting 
the right guys on the field, and if 
that can happen, this team has the 
potential to become an above .500 
team again. 
Until then, perhaps the best 
thing to do is to take a page out 
of every Chicago Cubs fan's book 
and repeat the mantra they have 
made famous: "There's always 
next year." 
Torero athletes light the night for Haggy 
CHRISTINE IMPERATORE 
RIIFST WRITFR 
The staff and students of 
USD Athletics walked to cure 
leukemia last year in support of 
men's tennis coach Tom Hage-
dorn, who was a survivor at the 
time. They walked again this 
year, but this time in memory of 
Coach "Haggy". 
Coach Haggy was one of 
the most beloved members of 
USD Athletics. His colleagues 
describe him as one of the kind­
est, most cheerful men one could 
ever meet. 
"Team Haggy" walked at the 
event in memory of Hagedorn, 
who lost his battle with Leuke­
mia earlier this year at only 43 
years old. As a sub-team of Team 
Haggy, USD Toreros walked not 
only to honor Hagedorn but also 
to continue the work he started 
before he died. 
"Even though Tom personally 
experienced the devastating ef­
fects of the disease, what touched 
him was seeing what the children 
had to go through," said Donna 
Holston, Executive Assistant for 
USD Athletics. "He truly wanted 
to see a cure found not just for 
himself but for all of the victims 
of the disease." 
"When asked how he was he 
would always respond 'Just living 
the dream,"' says Sherri Stephens, 
Head Coach for USD women's 
tennis and longtime friend of 
Hagedorn. "I knew Tom since he 
was about ten years old and he 
always had a positive attitude in 
life. I was shocked when he told 
me he had Leukemia and I even 
thought he was joking at first." 
Stephens adds, "I think par­
ticipating in this walk is also part 
of a healing process for me and 
everyone else who knew Tom. We 
need a way to remember him and 
keep his memory going." 
Athletics set out with some 
very ambitious goals for this year's 
event. They won the challenge for 
raising the most funds in a single 
day, which earned them the honor 
of leading off the walk. 
Raising, at least $10,000 
earns a team their very own tent 
at the walk site and Team Haggy 
has managed to reach far beyond 
that goal. "I thought it was unat­
tainable," said Holston, "but we 
are thrilled that we were able to 
do it!" For Holston, the cause is 
doubly important as her 46-year-
old niece is currently in remission 
after having two stem cell trans­
plants. 
Ron Valenzuela, coordinator 
of Student Athletic Services, said, 
"Community service is an integral 
part of who we are as a University 
and something we believe in and 
are committed to as a department. 
Light the Night is an event where 
we can come together to show our 
support." The Athletics Depart­
ment has indeed been showing 
their support and every member of 
the USD community has the op­
portunity to as well. 
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Pacquiao cements his legacy as the best ever 
ALBERT SAMAHA 
STAFF WRITFR 
We were somewhere around 
Barstow on the edge of the desert 
when the nerves began to take 
hold. My mind drifted through a 
sleepless daze, hopped up on red 
apples and pure adrenaline, and 
1 began to seriously consider the 
possibility of Manny Pacquiao 
losing the fight. "Calm down" I 
told myself, and ignore this non­
sense. Such a despicable thought 
could only be the product of three 
hours spent peering into the jet 
black horizon of a cold, desert 
night. The outcome should have 
been clearer than the infinity of 
stars hanging just over my head. 
And yet doubt permeated my 
thoughts like a cancer. 
Pacquiao was living danger­
ously, teetering too close to the 
edge of complacency for my com­
fort. And it is never a good sign 
when your favorite boxer's behav­
ior mirrors Rocky at the beginning 
of "Rocky 111." It seemed as if 
Pacquiao had fallen into the hope­
less abyss of mainstream fame. I 
knew this was it. He had finally 
gone too far. 
He sang on Jimmy Kimmel 
Live, he trained at home in the 
Philippines, he belted karaoke 
late into the nights, he starred in 
another action movie. Too many 
vile distractions. Too good of 
an opponent. The Great Puerto 
Rican, Miguel Cotto, was bigger 
than Hatton and faster than De La 
Hoya. Our Hero had never fought 
a man as menacing as Miguel 
Cotto. It would be a dangerous, 
dangerous battle. 
My cousin Jed was in the 
passenger's seat, fast asleep. He 
was in no state to console my 
panic. His duty, anyway, was to 
secure a hotel room and navigate 
the city, not to reel in the dreaded 
angst of some half-crazed adoles­
cent souped-up on pride. But what 
was my duty? Surely it wasn't 
anything remotely journalistic. 
Can one be fair while openly root­
ing for the brutal beating of a man 
whose only sin is splitting a fat 
paycheck with the Fighting Pride 
of the Philippines? No, my duty 
was carnal, organic and maybe 
even pure. It was the same duty 
that hung a Filipino flag around 
my rearview mirror; the same 
duty that filleted President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo in those scath­
ing articles. The Pride of a nation 
waited just over that smoldering 
horizon. As Manny Pacquiao pre­
sumably slept, I pushed down on 
the accelerator. 
1 was always nervous before 
a Pacquiao fight. In the weeks 
leading up to his contest versus 
Oscar De La Hoya in December 
'08 I was subjected to seeing the 
Golden Boy prepare with reck­
less obsession. He trained high in 
the snowy and solitary mountains 
of Big Bear. He ate venison and 
kangaroo meat. He received acu­
puncture. He slept in some sort of 
anti-gravity chamber. He chopped 
wood and chased boar. He trained 
with the rigor of an astronaut. In 
contrast Pacquiao trained in Hol­
lywood, a mere two blocks from 
the walk of fame. He ate adobo 
and lechon and eveiy other thick, 
oily Filipino dish imaginable. He 
lived in a cramped apartment with 
a dozen of his friends. He sang 
between workout sessions and 
sparred before the approving eyes 
of Mark Wahlberg and Jeremy 
Piven. 
And then Pacquiao publically 
eviscerated Oscar De La Hoya. 
I vowed never to watch 
HBO's "24/7" again. 1 refused to 
put myself through the teeth grind­
ing nights and rambling days. But, 
still, the nerves returned with vigor 
before the Ricky Hatton fight. And 
then Pacquiao sent Hatton's limp 
carcass to the canvas less than six 
minutes after the opening bell. 
Pacquiao had proved, time and 
again, that there was no need to 
worry; that his methods of prepa­
ration are good enough to slay the 
best fighters Mexico and Britain 
had to offer. 
But as I crept closer and closer 
to that dimly glowing skyline, my 
pulse quickened and my palms 
slicked. "Get yourself together" 
I told myself. "Remember what 
Simmons told you." 
In my mind, I recounted my 
exchange with Bill Simmons at a 
book signing exactly a week earli­
er. Upon seeing my Pac Man shirt 
Simmons assured me that Pac­
quiao would emerge victorious. I 
explained my fears, but he refused 
to relent. After all he did have big 
money riding on the Filipino. 
My cousin, and accomplice 
on this daring mission, noticed my 
extended silence. "How are you 
doing? Need me to take over?" 
"I can't believe Manny is 
scheduled to perform with his band 
after the fight," was my reply. 
There was no doubt the karma 
gods were stacked against our 
Hero. Yes, he had beaten them 
before, but how much further could 
he push his luck? This was Vegas, 
after all, and the house never loses. 
How many more sevens could the 
Pac Man roll? 
The calm of the desert night 
was shattered by the sudden ex­
plosion of lights and colors, shouts 
and sin all around us. It was three 
in the morning and Las Vegas was 
wide awake. Sin never sleeps. 
Two things are underrated 
about Las Vegas: unlimited free 
parking and 25 cent wings between 
midnight and 5 a.m. at the Hooters 
Hotel. We quickly gorged on both. 
Soon the night faded and the vast 
desert sky slowly brightened. A 
stout sense of accomplishment fills 
a man when he makes it through 
the night to see the sunrise; when 
he conquers the vengeful grasp of 
slumber. 
Now we were immersed in 
pride, inevitably consumed by 
the great beast around us. Ban­
ners, shirts, screams and scowls 
all had purpose. Countless flags 
fluttered in the stale air. This was 
not the Vegas of popular lore. The 
green visors, white shorts and gold 
chains were supplanted, if only 
for day, by regalia blue and white 
and red and yellow. The hapless 
tourists just there to whittle down 
the monotony of stability seemed 
startled and confused by the in­
explicable influx of Filipinos and 
Puerto Ricans, probably lament­
ing the unfortunate coincidence 
of scheduling their Vegas vacation 
the same weekend as a world class 
boxing fight. 
The sun had dipped below 
view by the time we made our way 
to MGM's Grand Garden Arena. 
Hordes of wild-eyed, blood-thirsty 
drunks packed the corridors, float­
ing with the wave of humanity. 
And I was surely one of them. The 
celebrities stood out because they 
carried a mass of drooling onlook­
ers at their side like a swelling 
growth. I took part in this mass on 
several occasions. The circus was 
in town and I was not going to miss 
it. My cousin and I found our seats 
just as the Pac Man was about to 
make his epic entrance. The buzz 
in the crowd was as sharp as the 
buzz in my head. 
Maah-Neeeeee! Maah-Neeee! 
COURTESY OF WIKI COMMONS 
Manny Pacquiao lays a solid right hand on Miguel Cotto in their epic Las Vegas clash in November. 
After 12 rounds of domination Pacquiao came out victorious. Cotto was beaten both physically and 
emotionally as he ran away from his assailant in the later rounds. 
Maah-NEEEE! 
There is no atmosphere 
more electric than the crowd of a 
racially-charged prize fight. 
Pacquiao strode out beaming 
like a politician on the campaign 
trail, carrying the hopes and fears 
and pride and prayers of the Phil­
ippines on his back. Yet another 
characteristically cheesy song 
played in the background. In 
earlier fights, he chose "We Will 
Rock You." Last time he chose 
one of his own songs. This time 
"Eye of the Tiger" would pump 
up the best boxer on the planet. 
The Filipinos chanted and 
smiled, but deep in our eyes was 
the silent fear. Manny Pacquiao 
was all we had. A nation ravaged 
by corruption, civil war and mer­
ciless typhoons could, for just 
one night, escape the third world 
conditions, escape the anonym­
ity and the international apathy, 
and surge into relevance. Tonight 
the eyes of the world were on a 
Filipino. 
But what if...No, I couldn't 
bear the thought. I did not want 
to live in a world devoid of this 
pride, devoid of this euphoria. I 
must savor the taste, I thought 
to myself. Savor this wonderful 
gift. Somehow, in the infinite and 
mysterious grace of the universe, 
against all mathematical odds, 
my path had aligned with this 
Pride, this euphoria. My path had 
aligned with Manny Pacquiao. 
He could not lose. 
After Cotto squeezed out 
a win in the first round, I was 
scared. He seemed a potentially 
overwhelming opponent. But 
when that vicious left hook, the 
same one that nearly decapitated 
Ricky Hatton, sent Cotto sprawl­
ing to the canvas in the fourth for 
the second knockdown in two 
rounds, my nerves were replaced 
by pure unadulterated exhilara­
tion. By then Cotto had the look 
of a man locked in a room with 
a wild, starving Rottweiler. How 
could he survive? 
Rounds 10, 11 and 12 were 
an embarrassment. Miguel Cotto 
didn't quit, but he ran. Ruthless 
boos rained down as a beaten 
man circled the ring, backped­
alling, with eyes cold with fear. 
Pacquiao had destroyed Cotto's 
face and spirit. When the fight 
mercifully ended early in the 
twelfth round euphoria pierced 
the air and the celebration began. 
The older Filipinos chanted 
in Tagalog. Wala-na, Wala-na 
Bom! Bom! Bom! The younger 
Filipinos-Americans hugged and 
shouted, waving their flags and 
signs. The Puerto Ricans respect­
fully filed out, disappointed about 
their hero's defeat, but honored 
to have witnessed greatness. 
The fight was over. Pacquiao 
had won. Crime could return, war 
could resume and reality could be 
restored in the Philippines. Pride 
lived on, and for another fleeting 
moment in time three centuries 
of colonialism could vanish like 
gypsies in the night. We were 
finally the conquerors with the 
world at our feet. 
The usual cacophony of 
Las Vegas sounds were drowned 
out by the chorus of cheers and 
chants. From where I stood I 
could see the purple horizon 
meet the barren land that sur­
rounded the lights. In a few hours 
I would leave this wonderful 
place and head back through that 
barren land, barreling toward 
that western horizon. "Take it all 
in," I told myself. "This will all 
be gone soon." 
MORGAN PAYNE *m #1 
•SPORTS CO-FPITOR Aff 
mm* 
Parity fading 
in the NFL 
After the New Orleans 
Saints obliterated a very good 
New England Patriots squad 
on Monday Night one question ; 
remained. Where has the parity 
gone? 
The National Football 
League has billed itself as a 
league typified by parity. Salary 
caps and free agency were 
implemented to guard against a 
sustained run of supremacy by 
one team but this past decade has 
nevertheless been dominated by 
a few great teams. 
Both the New England Pa­
triots and the Indianapolis Colts 
will assuredly break the record 
for most wins in a decade in their 
final few games of the season. 
During the same stretch, Detroit 
and Tampa Bay have been as 
dismal as any team in NFL his­
tory. There certainly seems to 
be a lopsided balance of histori­
cally good and bad teams in the 
league today. 
Parity was prevalent in the 
late '90s when teams like the 
Rams, Titans, Ravens and Fal­
cons made the leap from bad to • 
great in one short season. The ' 
Patriots ushered in a new era 
of superiority in 2002, winning 
three of the next four Super 
Bowls. This unprecedented 
pre-eminence altered the state 
of the NFL. We now have a 
landscape dominated by three 
teams. The Patriots, Colts and 
Steelers have won seven of the 
past eight Super Bowls and have 
clearly cemented themselves as 
the best. 
Improved front offices and 
more advanced scouting tech­
niques have allowed the smart­
est organizations to stay ahead 
of the curve. Smart, fiscally 
responsible personnel moves 
are the catalyst to building a 
winning franchise. This shift in 
philosophy has created frenzy in 
the NFL, forever revolutionizing 
how teams are run. 
In contrast to previous 
years, every team is now out to 
find their Tom Brady or Antonio 
Gates; an unheralded player 
that they believe is ready to be 
a difference maker and can pay 
pennies on the dollar for. The 
Patriots' penchant for hoarding 
lower draft picks has proved 
that you can build a winning 
franchise around quality players 
that may not be as flashy, but are 
affordable and therefore only 
a fraction of the risk of a first 
round pick. 
Gone are the days where 
two-thirds of the league have a 
shot at winning the Super Bowl. 
In the foreseeable future, only 
a handful of teams will have a 
realistic chance of winning it all. 
The parity on a game-to-game 
basis will always be there to 
some degree but not so when it 
comes to the Super Bowl. Hope­
fully you are a fan of a good team 
with a dedicated owner and an 
intelligent front office because, 
if not, you may suffer through 
another decade or two or three 
before you win it all. 
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Toreros duel way to finals at Great Alaska Shootout 
Toreros shock ranked Oklahoma Sooners, cage Houston Cougars but fall to Washington State 
TYLER WILSON 
STAFF WRITFR 
The University of San Diego men's 
basketball team placed second in the Great 
Alaska Shootout over the Thanksgiving 
holidays. 
The Torero men posted a 2-1 record in 
Anchorage while beating big name oppo­
nents such as the University of Houston and 
Oklahoma University. 
They advanced all the way to the cham­
pionship game of the shootout, losing to an 
undefeated and very talented Washington 
State University team. The Toreros improve 
to 4-2 overall as they prepare for more tough 
non-conference play. 
In the first game of the Great Alaska 
Shootout, the Torero men faced the 25th 
ranked Oklahoma Sooners. In a game in 
which the Sooners were favored, the Tore­
ros went out and dominated. 
Brandon Johnson had 18 of his 22 
points in the first half to give USD a 33-27 
lead they would never relinquish. 
The second half proved to be a show­
case for the Toreros, as they opened up a 
72-49 lead with five minutes left in the 
game. The Toreros ran away with this one 
76-64, as they out-rebounded one of the 
best rebounding teams in the nation by a 
margin of 42 to 31. 
The Torero victory over the Sooners 
gave USD a birth in the semi-finals of the 
tournament against the Houston Cougars. 
Clinton Houston led the Toreros to a 72-65 
victory over the Cougars with a career high 
21 points. 
The Cougars came into the game av­
eraging 97 points a game, but the Torero 
defense changed that with a hard-fought 
defensive performance. The Toreros lead 
by as many as 13 in the final five minutes 
of action, and made 11 of 12 free-throws in 
the final 2:55 to hold off a roaring Cougars 
squad. 
The win against Houston earned USD a 
spot in the championship game of the Great 
Alaska Shootout against the Cougars again, 
but these Cougars were from Washington 
State University. 
The Toreros' run would come to an end 
as the defense could not stop the streaky 
shooting of Washington State. The Cougars 
shot a remarkable 62 percent from the floor 
as well as 60 percent from beyond the arc. 
The Toreros cut the Cougars' lead to 
two, 45-43, at the beginning of the second 
half, but that's as close as they would get. 
Washington State pulled away after 
this, taking advantage of a sloppy last 10 
minutes by the Toreros to win 93-56. The 
Toreros shot 34.5 percent from the floor 
and were dominated in the main stat that 
had pushed them over the edge so far this 
season: rebounding. 
The Toreros look to bounce back when 
they play the at University of California at 
Riverside on Friday at 8 p.m. 
Lady Toreros trying to find groove 
Young team looking at conference championship 
KRISTIN YOON 
GIIFST WRITFR 
The University of San Diego women's 
basketball team opened the season on No­
vember 14th with a 19 point victory over 
cross-town rival UCSD. Junior forward 
Emily Hatch led the team with a career high 
of 21 points, as the Toreros beat the Tritons 
88-69. Head Coach Cindy Fisher looks to 
the girls to step up this season with a young 
roster. 
Despite the fact that the team was voted 
to finish sixth in a preseason WCC coaches' 
poll, junior guard Sam Child feels that the 
team is underestimated and uses that as a 
drive to urge the team to victory. "It's just 
motivation to prove them all wrong that 
we are still a great team that can and will 
compete with the best of the best in the 
WCC! We have had a really, really tough 
preseason to get us as prepared as we can 
for the WCC play." 
The women continued to roll through 
early November with victories over Ten­
nessee State 79-45 and CSUN 90-54 but the 
team fell short to DePaul University 84-64, 
Arizona University 65-55 and San Diego 
State 79-52. Coming off of a bumpy start, 
the ladies were disappointed with the loss 
to SDSU, ranked No.22 overall in the Top 
25 this season but they do not look like they 
are about to slow down. 
Guard Morgan Woodrow expects to 
have a better team this year. "We're trying 
hard to find our flow without Kiva Herman 
and Amber Sprague but we're a young team 
that will fight for every game. The loss to 
State was rough and it was an eye opener 
for us to really step up and play at a higher 
level to win." 
With the leadership of captains Do­
minique Connors and Morgan Henderson 
this year's team looks to improve upon 
last year's record of 19-13 and out do their 
second place finish in the WCC Champion­
ships last year. Center Nya Mason stated, 
"Ultimately, the main goal is a conference 
tournament championship and we're all 
about handling business to put us in the best 
position to make that goal a reality." 
With three returning starters from the 
2008-09 season, the team is off to a solid 
start. This year's starters, leading the team 
in scoring, are returning sophmore point 
guard Dominique Conners, sophomore 
guard Morgan Woodrow, juniors guard Sam 
Child and forward Emily Hatch and senior 
forward Morgan Henderson. 
The Toreros concluded a busy week of 
three games in six days on Sunday against 
the Gauchos of UC Santa Barbara in the 
JCP with a loss 75-65. The next Torero 
home game is Thurs. night Dec. 3rd against 
the UNLV Running Rebels at 5 p.m. in the 
Jenny Craig Pavilion. 
TORERO TIDBIT 
As the 2009 women's volleyball 
season reaches the climax, some of the 
players have joined the AH West Coast 
Conference team due to their outstand­
ing play. 
Senior middle hitter Torey Ellick 
was named to the All WCC first team 
while junior setter Kelsi Myers was given 
All WCC honorable mention. Freshman 
outside hitter Carrie Baird also joins the 
honors being selected for the All WCC 
freshmen team. 
Junior right side Ali Troost also re­
ceived All WCC first team honors as well 
as the highest respect of all with West 
Coast Conference Player of the Year. 
Troost recorded 357 kills this season 
leading the team. She also hit .316 along 
with leading the league in service aces 
with 39. Ali Troost and the 2009 Toreros' 
next task will be playoffs. The team will 
be tuned in to the NCAA selection show 
to see if they have earned an at large bid 
into the 2009 NCAA tournament. 
COURTESY OF USD ATHLETICS 
TOP: De' Jon Jackson drives to the basket against Washington State. BOTTOM LEFT: 
Clinton Houston guards Willie Warren of Oklahoma. BOTTOM RIGHT: Roberto Mafra 
contests a shot in the championship game of the Great Alaska Shootout. 
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Urban Meyer 
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Luck of the Irish 
Iverson the Grizzly 
Lions on Thanksgiving 




New Jersey Nets 
Yao Ming 
Uggs with shorts 
Marion Jones' honesty 
Their opponents 
